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HeFFernAns Creek LAnDCAre GroUp

West of Goulburn at the end of 2006 
the country was dry after years of 
drought and rainfall was a hot topic 
of conversation. Land here has been 
cleared and grazed for over 200 years 
and the country reveals this uneasy 
history through dryland salinity, soil 
erosion, weed-ridden creeks and 
sparsely standing trees. The drought 
creeps across the landscape as creeks 
run dry and paddocks grow bare and 
dusty. The outlook feels bleak but things 
are gradually changing. 

Heffernans Creek Landcare group was 
formed in 1996 when three neighbouring 
landholders in the Wollondilly catchment 
decided that it was time to do 
something about the lack of native 
vegetation on their properties. Russell 
Erwin, a founding member of the 
Landcare group, said that they noticed 
that native plantings around the house 
were doing well but that bush remnants 
were dying. So they began fencing 
remnants off to protect them from 
trampling and compaction by grazing 
stock and encourage regeneration of 
herbaceous and understorey species. 
Then they became interested in planting 
corridors of native trees and shrubs to 
link these remnants. Gradually other 
neighbours joined in and there are now 
around 20 families along the creek who 
are fencing off remnants and connecting 
them with native plantings. 

Beyond environmental and aesthetic 
goals, the members of the Heffernans 
Creek Landcare group are farmers. 
They are also concerned about land 
productivity and emphasise that their 
environmental work complements and 
supplements primary production.  The 
corridors they have planted provide 
windbreaks offering shade and shelter 
to stock. Russell believes the plantings 
have ‘taken the rough edges of the 
weather both in summer and winter. 
We can lamb ewes up against the 
windbreaks now, before the wind was 
awful’.  There is less salt scalding and 
while the country remains dry, it is no 
longer as bleak.

In the early years, the Landcare group 
received several Natural Heritage Trust 
grants totaling more than $150,000 
to buy fencing materials and native 
tubestock and to employ contractors 
to undertake site preparation. ‘It was 
a real boost’, said Russell, ‘a little bit 
of encouragement really got people 
going and added to our energy and 
motivation, especially as we got it 
ourselves’.  The results help too. Russell 
and fellow group member, Phil Price, 
have noticed changes in the wildlife 
and say they see more echidnas and 
platypuses now as well as a greater 
range of native birds.

Encouraged by their successes, the 
Heffernans Creek Landcare group 
established a nursery and built a 
polyhouse near Russell’s house. Group 
members collect seed from native 
plants and shrubs and keep track of 
where they came from so that the plants 
used in revegetation projects on their 
properties are of local provenance. 
Russell proudly points out the range of 
seedlings now growing while worrying 
about watering issues, clearly still 
enjoying learning and planning.

Although pleased with the changes 
they have brought about in their 
landscape, the Heffernans Creek 
Landcare group considers that their 
greatest achievement has been the 
overall change in local attitudes. Russell 
remarks, ‘before tree-planters were 
nutcases, now they are accepted’. 
Even more importantly, their efforts have 
brought the district together. Things 
have been a bit quiet over the last 
couple of years with the drought and 
‘the burn-out factor’. But Russell and 
Phil’s enthusiasm remains infectious and 
offers hope for a less dusty future. Phil 
has lived in this country all his life and 
reflects, ‘my Grandfather cleared this 
land; now I’m replacing the trees’.

New planting joining fenced 
remnant vegetation

Native windbreak providing shade and shelter for 
stock and linking areas of remnant vegetation

Heffernans Creek Landcare Group – contribution over the last year

Number of volunteer 
hours

Number of plants 
planted

Value of grants / sponsorship ($) In-kind 
contribution ($)

Total value 
of works

378 4,000 Nil last year $7,560.00 $7,560.00

Native seedlings are 
grown for local projects


