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Hi to all members... Above is a Nankeen Kestrel (Falco cenchroides). Due to the hot summer, there were 

many swarms of Christmas Beetles and Cicadas (particularly Red-eyes) at night attracted to street lights in 
Crookwell. Early next morning, I noticed 8 Nankeen Kestrels taking full advantage of this free food supply, 
and they were eating as many as they could find. I have never seen 8 nankeen kestrels together ever before! 
 
We had a Committee Meeting on 5

th
 February to plan much of the year’s activities. Upcoming events are 

outlined below. As well, we identified that we have 23 financial members at the moment. Those that are not 
financial will receive a reminder notice attached to this newsletter. As suggested at the AGM, this newsletter 
is also to be sent to representatives of Upper Lachlan Landcare, Upper Lachlan Shire Information 
Centre and Lachlan Catchment Management Authority. The purpose of this is to enable sharing of 

information and events between all bodies to the mutual benefit of us all. 
 
Saturday 2

nd
 March – This is the Crookwell Potato Festival. We are going to repeat what we attempted to 

do last year (but were washed out!), and mount an Information Stand where brochures about our Club, and 
membership forms, will be available for distribution to potential new members.  
 
Councillor Malcolm Barlow, one of our members, has generously allowed us to share the Shire's Information 
Bureau (in the Memorial Oval) at the Festival. The purpose is to give our Club some much needed 
exposure and publicity. The plan is to;  

 help Malcolm man the Shire's Information Bureau from 9am to 3pm;  

 hand out information about our club to interested persons. Tony Saunders has prepared a Brochure 
and a comprehensive Bird List of the Shire that will be available;  

 We will have a sign, clearly exposed, advertising our club, and Bird Posters, etc. 

 We can provide guided "Bird Tours" to the Todkill Park Bird Hide to members of the public on 
three occasions, namely 10am, 12pm, and 2pm;  

To achieve the above, we obviously will need volunteers to help us. I, personally, am able to assist Malcolm 
from 9.00 to 12.00 on the Information Bureau. We need volunteers to lead bird tours to the Hide, and others 
to help on the Bureau. Please let me know by phone! 

 
Saturday 9

th
 March – Michael Coley has generously agreed to lead a bird-walk to Mundoonan Range, 

between Gunning and Yass. Michael reckons this is a very good site and well worth the visit. Those 
interested should meet in Yass Street Gunning at 8.00am. I don’t know how long this will take but suggest 

that you pack a sandwich and cuppa (plus water) just to be safe. There is a reasonable distance to travel. 
 

http://www.avianweb.com/nankeenkestrels.html


Sunday 17
th

 March – McComas Taylor has generously agreed to lead a bird-walk to Crookwell’s Water 
Supply Dam off Iron Mine Road. This is an excellent spot for observing birds of open forest, field and 
wetland. Those interested should gather outside the Council Chambers at 9.00am. Bring morning tea and 

we can car-pool if necessary. Allow a couple of hours. 
 
April – No events yet planned. Any suggestions? I personally would not mind another trip to Pejar Dam. 

That proved to be very fruitful last time. We sighted over 30 bird species without moving!  
 
Sunday 26

th
 May – This is our first planned bus trip of the year. President Tony is going to lead a day-trip 

and bird-walk to Cloverleigh Golf Club between Young and Cowra. We will begin at the Council 
Chambers at 8.00am. There will be a small charge for the bus hire and diesel, but we can all travel together 

and make a social gathering of it. Think of the carbon credits we will save! Our first bus trip last year to 
Barren Ground and Robertson was a great success! So were the Robertson pies! Pack a picnic lunch and a 
cuppa, as it will be an all-day event, returning probably about 5 or 6pm. (PS: There is a good pie shop at 
Boorowa along the way!) 
 
Friday 21

st
 June – This is our first evening night at the High School. As usual, we will commence the 

night in the School Library at 7.30pm. Those that wish to can meet at 6.00pm at the Top Pub Bistro for a 
sociable meal prior to the talk at the High School. The subject is to be Wildflowers of Kosciusko National 
Park, presented by Tony Saunders.  
 
Friday 26

th
 July – This is another winter night at the High School. This time, the subject matter is Birds of 

the Darwin Region and Kakadu National Park, also presented by Tony Saunders. Arrangements will be 

exactly as before. The presentation begins at 7.30pm in the School Library, and social dinner is available, if 
required, at 6.00pm in the Bistro. 
 
Saturday 7

th
 September – More detail will be provided on this and the next trip later. Just enter the dates in 

the diary for the time being. We are planning another bus trip; however this one will be a bit longer than the 
one in May. The plan is to visit Reid’s Flat to observe the abundance of Acacias usually flowering at this 
time of the year, and then to go on, probably after a BBQ tea at Darby’s Falls, to visit the Private 
Observatory nearby. There will be a small charge to cover the bus hire, diesel, plus entry to the 

Observatory. More information later! 
 
Sunday 13

th
 October – More detail later, but we are planning a trip to Orange Botanic Gardens. These are 

very good for observing birds as well as native flora. This is also planned as a bus trip so that we can save 
all of those carbon credits! 
 

Early November – More detail later, but we have to have an Annual General Meeting about this time to 
satisfy the inaptly-named Department of Fair Trading. 
 
Ross Higginson, Secretary (Phone: 48.322.952 or Mobile: 0408.198.682).  
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Redeye Psaltoda moerens  

                                 

These, and Christmas beetles, were the major food supply during December for my lovely Nankeen Kestrels!  
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