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To find out more on this exciting project. Contact Gen on                                    

genevieve.reardon@cma.nsw.gov.au or 0409077254 or (02) 

Lachlan CMA is seeking expressions of interest from landholders in the  

Boorowa , Rye Park, Rugby, Frogmore Dalton and Gunning areas  

to participate in a Native Grassland science project.  

 

All size properties, all conditions,  farming history are welcome to apply! 

 

 Learn more about managing native grasslands 

 Contribute to the protection of numerous threatened species 

 Help us learn more about the Critically Endangered Golden Sun Moth 

2 Sheriff Street, Forbes NSW 2871 

Tel: 02 6851 9500 Fax: 02 6851 6991 

www.lachlan.cma.nsw.gov.au 
Follow us on twitter @lachlancma or 

like Lachlan CMA on facebook 

Native grasslands provide crucial habitat for many 

grassland dependant native species. 

Native grasslands are one of the most 
threatened vegetation communities in NSW 

- Less than 1% of temperate grasslands  
remain in NSW.  

Native Grassland Protection Project 
 

Its not all about trees!!  
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Project Background 

 
Native grasslands are one of the most threatened vegetation communities in  
Australia and less than 1% of temperate grasslands remain in NSW. Native  

grasslands provide crucial habitat for many native grassland-dependant species,  
including (but not limited to) at least 6 threatened bird species, and Australia's most 

endangered insect - the Golden Sun Moth.  
 
Project Objectives 

 

This new Lachlan CMA project will focus on protecting and rehabilitating Native 
Grasslands in an effort to prevent the further decline and even extinction of  
grassland dependant species including the 8 species on page 4.  
 
As this is a relatively new area of focus, there is some background science that is  
required prior to future large scale investment occurring. We need more detailed  

information on the location of native grasslands, the grassland dependant threatened 
species (in particular the Golden Sun Moth) and the management history of  
properties with and without these vegetation types or threatened species.  
 

Where does the landholder fit in? 

 

The Australia National University (ANU) and Lachlan CMA is teaming up to conduct 
a study that will provide the information we need to better protect these grasslands 
and the threatened species they contain.  
 
We require 100 landholders interested in being involved in a small survey study 

on their property.  
 

Surveys will be conducted by the ANU and the Lachlan CMA. The surveys will involve 
a quick vegetation survey, and a search for the Golden Sun Moth on the landholders 
property. If the Golden Sun Moth is found, additional population and density data 
will then be recorded. We will also be looking to obtain any available information  

regarding the management history of the sites surveyed as this information will be 
used to learn more about these threatened species preferred habitats.  
 

2 Sheriff Street, Forbes NSW 2871 

Tel: 02 6851 9500 Fax: 02 6851 6991 

www.lachlan.cma.nsw.gov.au 
Follow us on twitter @lachlancma or 

like Lachlan CMA on facebook 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
 
What areas can be included in the project? 
Sites will preferably be around the Boorowa, Rye Park, Rugby, Dalton, Gunning or surrounding ar-
eas but other sites will be included if required. Please contact the Lachlan CMA to find out if your 
property is eligible.  
 
When do the Surveys Commence? 
Ideally the surveys will all be conducted when the Golden Sun Moth is flying. This can occur any-
time between October and February but is likely to be December / January. If you agree to partici-
pate in the project you will be kept informed and notified when the moth has been first seen flying 
for this season and surveying has started.     
 
Do sites need to have threatened species to qualify? 
No. These studies will be looking mostly at the vegetation present and population data will be re-
corded on the Golden Sun Moth if it is present. Sites DO NOT need to have the Golden Sun Moth to 
be part of the study, although potential Golden Sun Moth sites would be a huge bonus so if you 
think you have or may have the Golden Sun Moth please let us know (further information on the 
Golden Sun Moth on page 4).   
 
What does the landholder need to do? 
While it would be preferable for the landholder to be at the site during the survey, it is not crucial 
and if this occurs we will work something out with the landholder to obtain any other information 
needed including site management history.  
 
What if a threatened species is found? 
In addition to extra information being recorded on that species, you will be asked if you wish to be 
involved in further studies that may come up in the future. If you don't wish to be involved, there 
will be no requirements to do anything further and no requirements to manage your property differ-
ently. No other imposition will be placed on you or your property. How you manage that area / spe-
cies is UP TO YOU. Of course if you want further information on how best to manage that species 
we will happily keep provide you with additional management advise to best protect that species.  

 
Will the information be kept confidential? 
Yes All information obtained will be kept confidential unless you are happy for the information to be 
made public.    
 
Does the Project offer anything else? 
Yes the project will be offering Grazing Management Training (with Grahame Hand) to a limited 
number of participants. The project also has some money available to assist a limited number of 
landholders with on-ground grazing management activities (likely to be offered to landholders with 
threatened species and / or very high quality native grassland patches).   
There is also training on Golden Sun Moth identification and monitoring techniques coming up 
soon.  
  
Will the information be available to the landholder? 
Yes the information collected on your property will be provided to you if you would like. Of course, 
information from other properties will only be  made available to the public if that landholder has 
consented prior.  
 
What will the information be used for? 
In addition to assisting the Lachlan CMA to build a more accurate picture of the extent and       
condition of native grasslands and a number of threatened species - particularly the Golden Sun 
Moth, ANU will use the information to prepare a scientific paper on the habitat requirements of 
Golden Sun Moths and native grasslands.   

http://sabutterflies.org.au/moths/S_plana.htm


 4 

GRASSLAND DEPENDANT THREATENED SPECIES  

FLAME ROBIN - needs grasslands during winter.  

 

RED-CAPPED ROBIN - not a ‘granivore’ like the first 6 spe-

cies but still requires grasslands to forage for insects.  

 

HOODED ROBIN - requires 

grasslands to forage for insects 

 

 

TURQUOISE PARROT  
- feeds on native grass seeds  

DIAMOND FIRETAIL - feeds on native grass seeds  

 

 

SUPERB PARROT - feeds on native grass seeds  

 

 

PLAINS WANDERER - only found in the west 

around Moolbong (north of Booligal) 

 

GOLDEN SUN MOTH  (synemon plana). Status; Critically Endangered. 
 

Found in native grasslands or grassy woodlands, the 

Golden Sun Moth lives underground for 1-3 years 

before emerging as an adult moth during the summer. 

The female doesn't usually fly and is extremely hard 

to see. The male will fly in a zigzag pattern about 1m 

above the ground looking for females - this is what 

most people will see first. Males will not travel further 

than 100m from their habitat and females far less.  

Only the female has the bright orange circles on the 

hind wing - the male is plainer looking. The moths 

have a 31 - 34mm wingspan and have a very short 

adult life span and survives as an adult for only 3-5 

days as they lack functional mouth parts.  

They can be seen flying for 6-8 weeks usually        

between November and January, only on; 

 sunny days over 20 degrees, 

 with little wind  

 usually between 10am and 2pm.   

              
LANDHOLDERS ARE                    

ENCOURAGED TO LOOK OUT 

FOR THESE MOTHS AND PLEASE 

CONTACT GEN ASAP IF YOU 

THINK YOU MIGHT HAVE THEM.  

Gen: 0409077254 

genevieve.reardon@cma.nsw.gov.au 


