
Kanangra Boyd to Wyangala Link
Securing a landscape corridor for nature between the 
Blue Mountains and the west

The Kanangra Boyd to Wyangala Link is a major landscape corridor, connecting the 
sandstone forests of the Greater Blue Mountains with protected areas and treasured 
habitats on private land in the upper reaches of the Lachlan River catchment. The 
area is one of extraordinary natural diversity, rich in Aboriginal and post-settlement 
heritage. 

The Kanangra Boyd to Wyangala (K2W) Link is vital to the 
long term survival of many species that are native to the 
Great Eastern Ranges. It provides a natural corridor used 
by migratory species as they move between the temperate 
woodlands of the central and southern slopes and tablelands, 
and the forests of the Greater Blue Mountains and beyond.

From late 2012, the K2W Link project will work with 
landholders and Landcare, staff from the Lachlan CMA, local 
government, National Parks and other land management 
authorities to:

• Support voluntary management of remnant native habitats 
by local landholders, parks staff and others;

• Encourage collaborative control of pests and weeds 
across property boundaries to improve the condition and 
corridor value of habitat linkages;

• Restore lost habitat connections through assistance and 
support for voluntary revegetation;

• Support reconnection with country through sharing of 
Aboriginal traditional knowledge and development of new 
joint ventures;

• Provide opportunities for community involvement in field 
days, replanting events, and wildlife surveys.



Natural diversity 
The west-east transition from temperate woodland to 
moist forest, combines with riparian habitats and limestone 
ecosystems forming the Abercrombie and Wombeyan 
caves, to create a complex mosaic of varied habitats. These 
support over 2,4001 species of native plants, animals, fish and 
invertebrates.

Natural connections
Potential habitat connections have been mapped to show the 
location of major landscape connections across the Great 
Eastern Ranges. These show how national parks, vegetated 
ridgelines and drought refuge areas create a network of 
habitats. 

Nature’s highway
The K2W Link provides an important east-west connection 
between the main range and a major node in the ‘western 
woodlands way’ around Copperhania Nature Reserve and the 

Wyangala State Recreation Area. It supports altitudinal and 
latitudinal seasonal migrants, nomadic movement patterns 
and seasonal dispersal of juveniles.

A refuge from drought
Drought refuge areas in the GER have been  mapped using 
time series satellite imagery to find areas that are consistently 
more moist than their surrounds. The K2W Link has 
been found to be consistently more moist than tablelands 
environments to the north, south and west. This highlights 
the K2W Link’s importance as a refuge for native plants and 
animals during prolonged drought.

A corridor under threat
Feral predators, grazing by introduced deer, goats and pigs, 
and spread of weeds all have the potential to reduce the 
‘corridor value’ of the K2W Link, making it less effective as a 
pathway for native species, as well as degrading and isolating 
habitat for local native species.

A vital link to the Great Eastern Ranges

The K2W Link is a natural landscape corridor following the line of the Abercrombie River, and 
formed by the Casuarinas lining its banks, the Eucalypt forests on the surrounding hills, and the 
grassy box woodlands that connect them. Its location, natural values and cultural significance 
make it an integral part of the vision of the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative, to maintain and restore 
the connectivity of natural habitats along the ranges on the eastern edge of the continent from the 
Grampians in Victoria, through New South Wales and the ACT to tropical Queensland.
 
The Great Eastern Ranges Initiative recently developed a series of maps to show the ‘big picture’ 
values of the K2W Link as part of the national corridor.



Opportunities to get involved 
From 2013-2017 the K2W Link project will provide 
opportunities to:

• Protect and manage existing natural and cultural heritage 
values and the most important habitat remnants and 
revegetation sites;

• Promote natural regeneration through whole of paddock 
restoration and grazing management assistance;

• Plant stands of mixed native species to supplement 
natural regeneration and buffer the most important 
habitat remnants from surrounding pressures;

• Provide chemicals, baits, contractors and coordination to 
implement weed and feral animal control; 

• Involve Aboriginal traditional owners in joint ventures 
and knowledge sharing on country; 

• Encourage school children from the surrounding region 
to visit and appreciate the area and learn about local 
projects; 

• Participate in bird watching and other events to track the 
changing condition of the K2W Link.

• What funding will be available?

• Funds will be available to landholders for:

• property plans that encourage collaboration across 
boundaries

• voluntary agreements including Land For Wildlife 

Registration, Wildlife Refuge and Conservation 
Agreements

• tubestock planting, direct seeding, including site 
preparation 

• assisted natural regeneration, through contribution 
towards fencing and grazing management 

• chemicals and other materials for weed and feral animal 
management

 
What happens next?
From late January 2013, the K2W project will run a series of 
community activities in and around the K2W Link to raise 
awareness of the project and explain the range of conservation 
mechanisms and landholder support available.

Landholders will be invited to submit expressions of interest 
for projects and activities that will protect and enhance the 
natural diversity and corridor values or areas within and 
adjoining the area.

More information
Contact: Gary Howling

Phone: (02 4224 4152) 

Website: www.greateasternranges.org.au/k2w 

Getting involved in the K2W Link
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