
K2W Landholder Grants 2015
Kanangra-Boyd to Wyangala Link
Funding to secure the future of our land, water and wildlife



What is the Kanangra-Boyd to Wyangala Link? 
The Kanangra-Boyd to Wyangala (K2W) Link forms a major natural 
connection between the sandstone forests of the Greater Blue Mountains 
and the hilly countryside around Wyangala Dam. Following the line 
of the Abercrombie River, the K2W Link is rich in culture and heritage 
and includes a particularly diverse range of plant and animals. Several 
significant protected areas sit within the area, including Kanangra-Boyd 
and Abercrombie River National Parks, Copperhania Nature Reserve and 
the Wyangala State Recreation Area. 

The K2W Link forms part of the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative, a globally 
significant project that is engaging communities, landholders and 
organisations to connect 3,600km of land from the Grampians in Victoria, 
to tropical Queensland. 
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What makes this area special?
From the towering eucalypts and ravines of Kanangra-
Boyd National Park to the undulating fields of working 
farms, the K2W Link supports a wealth of activities and 
livelihoods.  

The K2W link is important because:

• It forms a natural highway – Animals, birds and 
plants need to be able to move freely across the 
land to survive. The K2W Link serves as a vital east-
west connection between the Blue Mountains and 
Wyangala, which enables wildlife to move between 
areas in search of food, water and habitat. 

• It serves as a drought refuge – Satellite imagery 
indicates that the K2W Link remains consistently 
wetter than surrounding areas throughout the year. 
This means that it contains many core areas of 
habitat where animals and birds can seek shelter 
and food during periods of lower rainfall or drought.

• It’s diverse – The diverse variety habitats provided 
in the K2W Link supports a vast array of species; 
over 2,400 species of native plants, animals, fish and 
reptiles live in the area. 

• It contains significant natural connections – 
The area already has a good proportion of well-
connected, native habitat. By building on these 
natural connections through the re-vegetation of 
key areas and the maintenance of existing native 
vegetation, we can ensure that the K2W Link  
remains intact.    

Why do we need K2W?
In the past, natural landscapes were well connected and 
continuous. Today roads, fences and buildings serve to 
carve up the land into small islands, acting as blockages 
to species movements and leading to degradation 
and loss of habitat. By helping to re-establish natural 
connections we assist not only our wildlife but our land 
and natural resources. Investing in the natural world 

ensures that our families can enjoy the many benefits 
it provides into the future, such as clean water, air and 
more productive land by keeping soil fertile, assisting 
pollination and preventing erosion. A healthy land also 
protects us against extreme weather events and a 
changing climate. By assisting K2W you are benefiting 
our economy, health, enjoyment and way of life.

What is the solution?
Since 2012, local landholders and organisations have 
been collaborating in the K2W Link to protect our wildlife 
and natural resources by creating linkages across the 
landscape through: 

• Working with local landholders to strategically 
manage and control pest animals and weeds;

• Encouraging and supporting people who want to 
maintain or restore native vegetation on their land;

• Re-vegetating priority areas that help to reconnect 
the land;

• Sharing of Aboriginal traditional knowledge and the 
development of new joint ventures; and

• Providing opportunities for community involvement 
and education through field days, workshop, 
replanting events and citizen science surveys.
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Apply now for support in the following 
projects:

1. Protecting landscape connectivity

2. Managing threats to new and existing 
conservation mechanisms

3. Restoring connectivity through revegetation

4. Managing invasive animal threats to 
connectivity and threatened species 

5. Management of priority weed outbreaks

Register your interest by 5pm on Tuesday 
14 April 2015

For more information

Call: Melissa Henry on (02) 6385 1018 or  
0438 452 109 

or

Visit: www.greateasternranges.org.au/k2w

1

This project is supported by the 
Australian Government and the  
Great Eastern Ranges Initiative
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The Landholder Grants Program
K2W is ultimately about people working together to 
accomplish something bigger than they could by 
themselves. Everyone has something to contribute, 
from absentee landholders with small blocks, to 
farmers who make their living off the land. Anyone 
who shares the vision of a healthy and connected 
landscape should apply. 

To enable people to work on projects that help to 
protect our land and natural resources by reconnecting 
the landscape, we provide funding and support to 
community groups, landholders and cultural groups 
through three grants programs. 

This package contains information on the Landholder 
Grants Program which will provide $300,000 of funding 
for local landholders in 2015 (including groups of 
individual landholders) to protect and restore natural 
connections in priority areas of the K2W Link. A suite of 
options are offered for you to get involved. 

Funding available
The funding for the Landholder Grants Program is 
provided by the Australian Government, as part of the 
Great Eastern Ranges Initiative.

Two progress reports will be required (December 2015 
and June 2016) and projects must be completed by 
30 December 2016. If the funds are allocated to an 
ongoing project, the part of the project funded through 
this grant must be completed by this date.

Funding will be managed through a grant from the 
Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife provided by 
the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative.

Proposals will be assessed and recommended by 
Local Land Services. Applications will be assessed 
against the eligibility and assessment criteria described 
in this package. Individual funding components may 
have specific standards and eligibility criteria. Please 

read the relevant information and submit an expression 
of interest before Tuesday 14 April, 2015.

How you should apply
Step 1 – Complete and return the enclosed Expression 
of Interest form by Tuesday, 14 April, 2015. The form 
should be returned to:

Attention:  K2W Landholder Grants 2015

Post: c/o Local Land Services 
 PO Box 510, COWRA NSW 2794 

or fax: 02 6342 2565

or email: k2w@greateasternranges.org.au

Additional copies of the form can be found on our 
website, www.greateasternranges.org.au/k2w, or by 
contacting:

Melissa Henry 
Land Services Officer, Local Lands Services 
P. 02 6385 1018 M. 0438 452 109 
E. melissa.henry@lls.nsw.gov.au

Step 2 – A project officer will contact you to discuss 
your project and advise on likely suitability to the 
eligibility criteria.

Step 3 – A project officer will come and visit you at the 
project site to help you plan your project.

Step 4 – All proposals will be assessed and ranked 
against the eligibility criteria.

Step 5 – You will be notified of the outcomes of your 
proposal by late May 2015.

All grant recipients will automatically be registered for 
the GER Supporters Program and receive a free gate 
sign, a regular enewsletter containing case studies and 
project information and exclusive invitations to K2W 
and GER events. For more information visit  
www.greateasternranges.org.au/supporter
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Protecting landscape connectivity
A range of options are available to landholders 
interested in entering into some level of voluntary 
private land conservation mechanism with a K2W 
Link partner organisation. Voluntary agreements are 
designed to assist landholders to protect or manage 
native vegetation, and acknowledge the contribution 
made to connectivity of habitats on private property. 

Overview
•    The GER works with a variety of private land 

conservation organisations and landholders 
to protect habitat and corridor connections on 
their property. Where possible, landholders are 
encouraged to link up in corridors of commitment 
across property boundaries.

•  Private land conservation mechanisms differ in a 
number of ways. They range in the level of legal 
commitment made by the landholder and the 
benefits and outcomes they achieve. Entering into 
an agreement at some level is an important way of 
demonstrating support for the K2W Link. Each also 
provides different benefits depending on the level 
of support provided by the relevant organisation.

•  Different mechanisms can be combined together 
on a property, and in some cases over the same 
site. Each serves a different purpose and provides 
different benefits for you.

•  Landholders who have entered into a conservation 
mechanism have a greater likelihood of attracting a 
grant from the K2W project in future. 

•  Landholders who currently hold an existing 
agreement are also eligible to apply for a small 
grant to manage threats to the values of that 
agreement under the current funding in 2015. (For 
options see table on right hand page)

To be eligible
Minimum standards and eligibility criteria apply for 
each of the agreement options available. If you are 
interested in exploring these options or would like 
more information on specific criteria please refer to the 
contact person listed at the start of this package. 

Managing threats to new and 
existing conservation mechanisms
This funding will encourage improved condition and 
resilience of areas managed under a new or existing 
private land conservation mechanism.

Activities we will fund
• Grants for landholders with an existing or new 

conservation mechanism to undertake:
 o  Habitat restoration for threatened species or 

other significant values;
 o  Targeted management of weeds impacting 

native plants and animals on the site;
 o  Minor maintenance of fencing to protect  

the site.
 o  Protection through fencing of existing 

vegetation types.
• Maximum grant available;  

 o  Conservation Agreement and Trust  
Agreement - $5,000

 o  Wildlife Refuge - $3,500
 o  Land for Wildlife or Wildlife Land Trust   

registration - $2,000 

Activities we will not fund
• Landholder costs associated with establishing 

a new agreement – assistance with property 
planning, assessment, and establishment of 
agreements may be available from the relevant 
organisation.

• Multiple grants for the same activity within the same 
financial year. 

Funding priorities
Equal priority will be given to properties with an existing 
or new conservation mechanisms (See table).
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Option Who with Key benefits specific to this option What is involved
Conservation 
Agreement

NSW Office of 
Environment & 
Heritage

• Property assessment
•  Management advice and 

strategies
• Rate exemption
• Local networking
• Technical notes and ‘Bush 

Matters’ newsletter

Permanent legal protection for your 
property, registered on the property 
title. This is the highest level of 
protection, and remains on the land 
with a change of ownership.

Trust 
Agreement

Nature 
Conservation 
Trust of NSW

On-going stewardship including:
• annual contact
• assistance with management 

actions
• access to funding for 

conservation activities 
•  notification of training and 

workshops
Wildlife Refuge NSW Office of 

Environment & 
Heritage

Wildlife refuge declarations enable 
landholders to nominate part or all 
of a property where the land has 
native wildlife values and will be 
managed for this purpose. With 
whole property management, 
landholders can continue to include 
agricultural and other land uses with 
the conservation of wildlife

Your land is legally declared a wildlife 
refuge, though you can change its 
status when required. The status is 
noted on the land title and remains with 
a change of ownership.

Property 
Vegetation Plan

Local Land 
Services

Building relationships with your 
Local Land Services team This 
agreement is binding on future 
owners, should the land be sold

A voluntary agreement which can be 
registered on-title, and can be in-
perpetuity, which confirms the status of 
native vegetation and protects habitat 
for future generations

Whole of 
Paddock 
Restoration 
Agreement

Greening 
Australia

Practical and proven approach for 
balancing production (stock shelter, 
diversification of pasture, parasite 
management) with conservation 
(biodiversity, birds, habitat and 
connectivity). Incentives available.

Paddock makeover marrying 
production and conservation. 10+ha 
sites, wide swathes of revegetation, 
rested for 5 years while plants establish 
and stock reintroduced. Incentives to 
offset loss of production and on ground 
works.

Land For 
Wildlife 
registration

Community 
Environment 
Network

• Landholders are part of a ‘club’ 
of like minded landowners

• Free sign
• Newsletter 
• Invitation to local events
• Free property visit

Voluntary property registration for 
landowners who wish to manage areas 
for biodiversity and wildlife habitat. The 
program is free for landholders to join 
and is not legally binding.

Wildlife Lands 
Trust Refuge

Wildlife Lands 
Trust

• Part of an international network 
of sanctuaries dedicated to 
wildlife habitat protection

• Dedicated website profiles for 
your sanctuary

• Advice & support should your 
property be under threat

• Straightforward application 
without property visit
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Restoring connectivity through 
revegetation 
This funding will encourage planting and natural 
regeneration of high quality stepping stone connections, 
linkages or buffer areas comprising native habitat to 
increase the total area of well connected habitat for 
native plants and animals in priority areas of the K2W 
Link.

Activities we will fund
• Planting (direct-seeding and tubestock) of local, 

native trees and shrubs where these will improve 
the connectivity of existing native habitat. Plantings 
can include corridors, clusters, paddock trees or 
vegetation patches (e.g. paddock corners).

• Stock grazing as part of a ‘Whole of Paddock 
Restoration’ project to encourage natural 
regeneration of highly cleared vegetation types 
(remnant woodland and grassland).

• Treatment of weeds to suppress and eradicate 
localised outbreaks in highly cleared vegetation 
types (remnant woodland and grassland).

Activities we will not fund
• Conservation (through fencing) of existing vegetation 

patches

• Plantings where there is no link to existing native 
vegetation

• Farm forestry

• Plantings of forage shrubs

Funding priorities
• Projects which link large, high quality patches of 

remnant native vegetation.

• Projects which are the most cost effective and 

provide the greatest outcome for the level of funding

• Strategic revegetation to improve connections 
between existing remnants of native vegetation on 
private and public lands.

• Improving the diversity of vegetation across the 
region by using a varied range of local native 
species in plantings.

• Supporting the conservation and improvement of 
habitat for endangered species.

Priority areas
For this project we are targeting areas that have the 
greatest potential to create continuous tracts of native 
vegetation for habitat and migration. 

To be eligible
• Must be within specified priority area (see map).

• New plantings must not be stand-alone, they need to 
link existing native vegetation.

• Corridor projects must have a minimum width of 30 
metres.

• Projects bordering rivers (riparian) will require 
fencing to be an average of 20 metres from the top 
of the stream bank on both sides. Fencing should be 
no less than 10 metres away from the stream bank. 

• New plantings must be no further than 65 metres 
from existing vegetation; paddock trees must be no 
further than 30 metres.

• Plantings must consist of local native trees, shrubs 
and groundcovers. Your Local Land Services can 
provide revegetation recommendations appropriate 
to your area.

• Revegetated areas must be strategically managed to 
improve the diversity of native ground cover species.

• Cardboard tree guards only (no plastic guards are to 
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be used).

• Livestock must be excluded until the trees have 
been established.

• Landholders will be required to enter an ongoing 
management agreement.

Minimum standards apply for this project.

More information

Melissa Henry 
Land Services Officer, Local Lands Services 
P. 02 6385 1018 M. 0438 452 109 
E. melissa.henry@lls.nsw.gov.au
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Managing invasive animal threats to 
connectivity and threatened species 
This funding will complement the delivery of an 
integrated feral animal management to enhance a 
package of revegetation, weed management, and stock 
grazing management outcomes.

Activities we will fund
• Collaborative, multi-property and cross-tenure 

management of invasive animals (feral pig, deer, 
goat, fox, cat) by shooting, baiting and trapping.

• Workshops and information days to demonstrate 
techniques in management.

• Establishment and periodic maintenance of remote-
sensing cameras to monitor pest animal numbers.

Activities we will not fund
• Activities that specifically target species other than 

feral pig, deer or goat, and/or occur outside the 
mapped priority area.

• Activities that do not meet approved management 
treatments.

Funding priorities
• Projects resulting in the management of invasive 

introduced animals over large areas involving all 
landholders within the treatment area.

• Projects which are the most cost effective and 
provide the greatest outcome for the level of funding.

• Strategic management in locations that target 
movement of feral animals in strategic locations to 
reduce the potential for reinvasion of treated areas 
on private and public lands.

• To support the conservation and improvement of 
habitat for endangered species.
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Priority areas
For this project we will be targeting areas that have the 
greatest potential to create continuous tracts of native 
vegetation for species habitat and migration in the areas 
shown below. 

To be eligible
• Must be within specified priority area (see map).

• Treatment must be undertaken in consultation with 
the Local Land Services.

More information

Melissa Henry 
Land Services Officer, Local Lands Services 
P. 02 6385 1018 M. 0438 452 109 
E. melissa.henry@lls.nsw.gov.au
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Management of priority weed 
outbreaks
This funding will assist with the control and eradication 
of priority weed outbreaks, where they have the potential 
to spread beyond initial invasion sites, impact priority 
corridor or threatened species habitat values, and are 
controlled in accordance with a property weed plan.

Activities we will fund
• Collaborative, multi-property and cross-tenure 

management of manageable outbreaks of priority 
weeds (serrated tussock, blackberry, Chillean needle 
grass, Coolatai grass, willow).

Activities we will not fund
• Activities that specifically target species other then 

priority weed species and/or occur outside mapped 
K2W focus areas.

• Activities that do not meet approved management 
treatments.

Funding priorities
• Projects resulting in the management of invasive 

weeds in areas which link or buffer priority areas

• Projects which are the most cost effective and 
provide the greatest outcome for the level of funding.

• Strategic management in locations that target 
potential for spread of priority weeds species 
beyond the existing infestation site. 

• Projects which implement a property weeds 
management plan, such as one developed through 
the Tussock Tamers program*.

Priority areas
For this project we will be accepting expressions of 
interest within areas that have the greatest potential to 
create continuous tracts of native vegetation for species 
habitat and migration in the areas shown below.

To be eligible
• Must be within specified priority area (see map).

• Treatment must be undertaken in consultation with 
Local Land Services.

More information
Melissa Henry, Local Lands Services on 02 6385 
1018 or 0438 452 109. For information about Tussock 
Tamers, contact Mary Bonet on 0459 352 892
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1. General standards
1.1 Group applications

Landholders are encouraged to apply for projects as a 
group, for works that link across property boundaries. 
Where a group application is made there must be two 
or more individuals to comprise a group project and 
group applications must be for the same type of project. 
Each individual project within the group must meet the 
Minimum standards and will be assessed individually.

1.2 NRM funding history

The applicant must have completed and/or be managing 
any previously funded NRM projects satisfactorily (where 
applicable)

1.3 10 year agreement

All projects must be managed for at least 10 years. 

1.4 Project location

Properties that cross the K2W landscape (or priority 
area) boundary are eligible to apply as long axs the 
majority of the proposed works are within the K2W 
landscape (or priority area).

1.5 Priority areas

Where a priority area is designated for a specific project, 
only those projects that fall within the predetermined 
priority area will be considered for funding in 2014-15 
(see priority area map on back page of brochure).

2. Fencing standards
2.1 General fencing

Fencing must be constructed of new materials, be stock-
proof, use steel or concrete strainers in case of fire, and 
be maintained to last a minimum of 10 years.

Areas that are fenced off must be managed in order 
to enhance the native vegetation present. Areas are 
to be managed for at least 70% groundcover, and 
weed species must be controlled. In riparian areas, 
groundcover must be at a level that is sufficient to filter 
runoff (around 100%). Boundary fences will not be 
funded.

2.2 Fencing along rivers (Riparian)

Fencing must be a minimum average distance of 20m 
from top of stream bank on both sides of the gully or 
stream, but no less than 10m. Vehicle access must be 
maintained on the inside of the fenced area along its 
length (for maintenance and weed control). Where an 
existing fence is located on one side of the stream, 
distance will be negotiated on a case by case basis.

If fencing is located on the floodplain then the type and 
associated costs will be recommended by the Local 
Land Services as per the Minimum standards.

3. Revegetation standards
Plantings must consist of local native species and 
include a mix of trees and shrubs (except in vegetation 
communities with a reduced or absent shrub layer). 
Planting will attempt to reflect natural species’ diversity 
and densities. Your Local Land Services can provide 
revegetation recommendations appropriate to your area.

4.  Monitoring and evaluation of 
outcomes

If your project is funded you will be required to undertake 
basic monitoring of your projects management 
outcomes. This monitoring information will assist 
Local Land Services to assess project and applicant 
successes which in turn will aid us improving future 
programs.

Annual photo point monitoring is required for the whole 
five years of the contract.

Monitoring guidelines can be obtained from your Local 
Land Services.

At times, Local Land Services staff may require property 
access for project monitoring purposes. We will talk to 
you to arrange this.
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Standard eligibility criteria
1.  Projects must be in the Kanangra-Boyd to Wyangala 

Link (see map below or contact your local Land 
Services Officer).

2.  Infrastructure must meet minimum Local Land  
Services standards.

3.  Activities must not be subject to a current funding 
agreement for the same activities in the same area.

4.  You must have satisfactorily completed all 
obligations associated with any pre-existing 
contracts with the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative 
or Local Land Services, Greening Australia or 
Landcare.

5. Retrospective funding will not be provided.

6.  Applicants will provide access for project monitoring 
and auditing (by both State and Commonwealth 
agencies).

7.  Applicants will provide access for project promotion 
(including media releases and field days).

8.  Activities must be undertaken within the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Australia and the State of NSW.  
e.g. Native Vegetation Act 2003, Occupational 
Health and Safety Act 2000, and National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1974.
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