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                           ■ Contains images that some people may find distressing

A most gorgeous little bird – a Jacky Winter fluffed up against the cold in the editor's garden.
Times are tough for our small birds, including many threatened species.  

We can all help them though by planting lots of shrubs and understorey – see page 6.



�SEPTEMBER�–�A�HUGE�ENVIRONMENTAL�MONTH!
There are a number of environmental awareness days during September, including:

• National Threatened Species Day – 7th.  
In NSW there are now over 350 threatened species of fauna in different categories, including 168 vulnerable animal species, 106
endangered species and 20 critically endangered species. We need to act now before our iconic animals disappear altogether! 
• National Bilby Day - 11th.  
The  bilby  lives  largely  out  of  sight  in  Australia’s  arid  outback.  In Queensland,  potentially  fewer  than  400  to  600  of them
remain  in  the  wild.
• Save the Koala Month – 1st to 30th. 
Koalas in Eastern Australia were added to the threatened species list in 2012 and there are endangered populations in the
Sydney basin. 

• National Biodiversity Month - 1st to 30th.  Aims - to promote the importance of protecting, conserving and improving
biodiversity both within Australia and across the world.

These are all  important environmental causes I'm su re you'll  agree! However, it  would be difficult  for  most of us to
support them all, so why not  pick at least one tha t is dearest to your heart, and do something positi ve to help that
cause.  Some simple ways to do this:

• Promote the cause in any way you can  – many of us use social media (Facebook etc.), so mention it on your page and
include a link to the relevant website.  Spreading awareness is most important.
• Donate to the cause.  
• Volunteer  some of your time if at all possible.

OTHER THINGS YOU CAN DO:

• Join  and  participate  in  the  activities  of  your  local
Landcare Group. 

• Goulburn people could become 'FROGS '– members
of Friends & Residents of Goulburn Swamps Landcare Inc.
Join this group  and participate in the development of the
Goulburn Wetlands Project. 
 http://goulburnwetlands.org.au/  

• Plant native trees and shrubs – lots of them!  We need
to  replace  all  those  that  are  being  destroyed  by
development and logging - the environment and our wildlife
can't have too many!

• Land for Wildlife  - if you have a property in excess of
one  acre  in  size,  consider  dedicating  it  as  a  Wildlife
Sanctuary with  the Humane Society International's  'Land
for Wildlife Australia'' project.  See 'Wildlife Land Trust' on
page 4.

• Last but not least  – if you aren't an existing member reading this newsletter – please consider joining us in WIRES!

All these causes are related, they are all part of ecological diversity – so by helping just one 
cause you are actually helping them all!   

'Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could only do a little'.  

Remember - all the little things add up!

On National  Threatened Species Day 

'REMEMBER BENJAMIN’
The last of the Tasmanian Tigers

It  was a very cold night on 7th September, 1936 in Hobart,  the night  that
Benjamin  died.  Benjamin  was  the  name  of  the  last  Tasmanian  Tiger
(Thylacine) in captivity. 

Tasmania’s winter that year was particularly severe, and Benjamin died as a
result of being left out of his shelter overnight, Benjamin's death marked the
end of his species. 

Sixty years later in 1996 a national day was founded to remember Benjamin and
those like him - National Threatened Species Day.   

National  Threatened  Species  Day  is  held  every  year  around  Australia  to
remember  Benjamin and to try  to prevent  the same thing happening to other
Australian species.

Every year on September 7th  events are held around the country to educate
people about threatened species and to try to find ways to help animals, plants
and insects that are facing extinction.

Source: Thylacine Museum.  Photos by Dr. David Fleay - 1933

Do we want to lose this beautiful bird? 
A resident  of  our  district  –  the  Scarlet  Robin  (Petroica  boodang)  –  listed  as

Vulnerable under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.
                                                                                                      (Photo by Kay Muddiman)
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From the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the Editor  
Hi all!  
Well,  that was certainly  a cold,  wet
and bleak winter – I imagine you are
all  like  me  and  looking  forward  to
spring  (and  hopefully  some
sunshine!)   I'm sure all  our  wildlife
are too!

Yet again time has flown by – it doesn't seem like three
months since I did the last newsletter! The older I get
the faster it seems to go – I know it doesn't really, but it
certainly seems like it!

With Threatened Species Day upon us, you will  find
items in this issue in that regard.  It's scary just how
many species are in  major  decline,  even though not
(yet!) classed as threatened.  It's  happening  so fast,
mainly due of course to human activities.  We must all
do whatever we can to reverse this trend and ensure
that we keep the species we have left!

My thanks to everyone who has contributed in any way
to this  issue  –  your  interest  and  efforts  are  greatly
appreciated. Our next  newsletter will  be the summer
edition,  and  deadline  for  items is Wednesday 23  rd

November. I look forward to lots of contributions!

Take care all  -  Kay
Email: creo940@gmail.com

Snail Mail: Newsletter Editor, P.O. Box 1190, Goulburn. 2580

         From the Chair
As  we  have  just  held  our  Branch  Annual  General

Meeting, I would like to welcome and say ‘thank you’ to

all of those members who have taken on office bearer

roles. The work of these members is vital to ensure we

can continue to run a branch in the Southern Tablelands and make a

difference in the rescue and care of native wildlife.

In  July  we  held  a  Rescue and Immediate  Care  Course in  Goulburn,

resulting in five new members joining our branch. So a big welcome to

them and we hope to see you involved in branch activities in the future. 

Over the  course of  this  year  we  have  been working  on  making  our

monthly  meetings  more  inclusive  and  interesting  to  members,

particularly in the area of having guest speakers come to talk to us. We

were fortunate to have Marilyn Manfred from the RSPCA speak at our

August meeting, and we have the Chief Ranger from NPWS organised

to  speak at  our  September meeting.  If  you have  any  questions  you

would like to put to NPWS then please email the Secretary. We would

love to see you all there to hear “Bushy” speak.

Other  exciting  news  is  that  we  have  recently  received  funding  to

modernise our promotional display equipment, including stands, signage,

pamphlets, audio visual and brochures. Work is under way in scoping out

exactly  what  we  require,  taking  into  account  that  it  needs  to  be

versatile  enough  to  cover  training,  education,  promotion  and  fund

raising. Progress will be reported on at our monthly meetings.

Speaking of fund raising, our Christmas Raffle fund raiser is currently

being organised and of course we will need ticket sellers. If you can

spare some time to sell tickets, or even sell a book of tickets to family

or friends, then please let our secretary Michelle Ryan-Gales know as

all ticket selling help is very much appreciated.

Seasonally this is a busy time of the year for our rescuers and carers

who remain the heart and soul of our volunteer effort. As always we are

needing more people to rescue, so if you have some spare time at the

moment and could help in this area, even just for a few hours a week,

please let me know. For those people who would like to care but have

not done the appropriate courses or had much experience there are

many ways that you could help out. It would be great if we could get to

the point where our rescuers and carers  are not being asked to take on

too much and everyone is enjoying what they are doing for WIRES. 

I hope to see you at our next meeting.    

Chris.

CAUTION –  All  text and some images  in  this  Newsletter  are  copyright.  Please ensure  proper
identification and credit for further use.  DISCLAIMER – The views expressed in this Newsletter are
not necessarily those of WIRES Inc. or of the Southern Tablelands Branch of WIRES. 

BRANCH  CONTACTS
OFFICE BEARERS:

Chairperson: ■     Chris Neill          
Vice-Chair: ■               Margaret Clinton
Secretary: ■                     Michelle 

       Ryan-Gales
Minutes Secretary: Terry Cooper
Treasurer: ■ Brenda Perusic
State Council Representative: ■ Jackie Neill
Alternate SC Representative: Margaret Clinton
Workplace Health/Safety Officer: ■ Gerry Fitzgerald
Co-ordinators' Representative: ■ Kristen Lowe
Members' Rep/Liaison: ■ Tracey Jacobs 
Statistics Officer:          Michelle 

     Ryan-Gales
Newsletter Officer: Kay Muddiman
Publicity Officer: Kay Muddiman
Equipment & Assets Officer: Chris Neill
Fund Raising Officer: Kristen Lowe
Membership Officer/Buddy

  Co-ordinator: Kristen Lowe
■ Represents members of the Branch 
   Management Committee.
CO-ORDINATORS:

Phone Roster: Faye Whitfield
Purchasing Officer/Milk Co-ord: Jackie Neill
Wombats      Brenda Perusic   
Macropods:  Chris Neill
Possums: Kristen Lowe
Birds: Amy McCarthy
Raptors:               VACANT   

 Contact Bird Co-ordinator
      (who will contact Caroline Enfield WIRES Raptor Standards Team)

Reptiles:  VACANT   
Bats: Heather Caulfield
Echidnas: VACANT
Species  Co-ordinators  have  been  appointed  by  the  Br anch
Management Committee and will  be ratified at the ne xt  BMC
Meeting on 5 th  September, 2016.

Branch Rescue Number:   4822 3888
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 1190, Goulburn 2580

Please refer to your Branch Membership List
for individual contact details.
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BRANCH MEETING DATES
Meetings held in the Function Room, Goulburn Workers'

Club, at 7pm on the third Monday of each month.

ALL WELCOME!    

      SEPTEMBER - 19th    OCTOBER - 17th            NOVEMBER - 21st 

           
DECEMBER - 19th   JANUARY 2017 - 16th   

Please note that these are the planned meeting date s and times.
Occasionally  meetings  are  held  on  a  Sunday  afternoo n  in
regional centres to assist those who find it  diffic ult to get to
evening  meetings  in  Goulburn  –  please  check  your  Mi nutes
each month for any possible changes.

Some members meet  at  6pm in  the  Goulburn  Workers'  C lub
Bistro, to enjoy a meal and informal conversation  p rior  to the
start of the evening meetings.  Why not join them?



IN THE HOSPITAL BOX…..

I haven't been told of anyone who is unwell or

in hospital – but I'm sure there must be some of

us who are feeling 'under the weather'!  So we
send our best 'get well soon' wishes to anyone

who needs them!

I would like to know if anyone is  sick or in  hospital, so that we can
send them a cheerio call.  If you know of anyone who needs to know
we care about them, please let me know by the deadline for the next
newsletter,  so that they can be included in the Hospital Box!! 

Thanks, Kay.

FORTHCOMING GREEN DATES 2016
SEPTEMBER:

1st - 30th – National Biodiversity Month.   
                             www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/month.html
1st - 30th – Save the Koala Month.   www.savethekoala.com
7th – National Threatened Species Day. 

               www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened
11th – National Bilby Day.  w  ww.savethebilbyfund.com

OCTOBER: 

3rd – World Habitat Day.   w  ww.un.org/en/events/habitat  day
16th - 22nd – National Water Week. www.awa.asn.au
17th -  23rd – Aussie Backyard Bird Count.  
                                                      www  .aussiebirdcount.org.au 
NOVEMBER:

7th - 13th – National Recycling Week.    
http://recyclingweek.planetark.org

                 THIS 'N THAT

from previous minutes & other sources!

RICK'S  RESCUES  – Rick  had  two
'interesting' rescues some weeks ago – a
brushtail  possum that  turned out  to be a
wombat  (manx  possum?!)  and  two
possums  in a  roof  that  turned  out  to  be
rats.  Definite cases of mistaken identity!

MIKE COOPER – Mike is a relatively new
member to our branch and has had a quick
initiation with two rescues – a possum and a
shingleback lizard.  Well done Mike!

WILDLIFE LAND TRUST
Humane Society InternationalHumane Society InternationalHumane Society InternationalHumane Society International

The continued loss  of wildlife habitat worldwide

is alarming for our threatened species and, with

studies  consistently  concluding  that  a  strong

network of protected areas is an essential safeguard to such decline,

private land conservation becomes even more important.

Australia  is fortunate  to have one  of  the richest  assemblages  of

endemic  species  on  the  planet,

occupying  an  amazing  diversity  of

habitats.  Yet currently only 11.5%

of  the  Australian  landmass  has

some  form  of  security  as  a

protected area,  and as a result  we

have  one  of the  worst records  for

mammal  extinctions  and  near

extinctions  of  any  developed

country.

Protecting  and  preserving  our

habitats and ecosystems is essential

to the survival of  all  wildlife. Every

acre left unexploited safeguards wildlife that desperately needs our

help  to  survive.  The  role  of  private  lands  has  now  become  an

integral part of the solution, and private landholders with a concern 

for wildlife and habitat protection are in the unique and important

position  to  make a very  real  contribution to conservation efforts

across the country. Working under the guiding principle of human

stewardship,  the  Wildlife  Land  Trust  network  of  national  and

international  sanctuaries on  private  lands is  dedicated to wildlife

and habitat protection.

In Australia the number of member properties and the interest in

the program is growing daily.  Our goal is to see the protection of

one million acres of wildlife habitat across Australia in the Wildlife

Land  Trust  sanctuary  network.   Currently  there  are  380  WLT

sanctuaries across Australia, covering a total of 46,741 hectares of

wildlife  friendly  land.  The  program  is  completely  voluntary  and

there  are  absolutely  no  costs  or  legal  obligations  involved  -

becoming  a member of  the WLT will  effectively complement any

current arrangements landowners already have on their properties,

legal or otherwise. The Directors of  HSI Australia and the Wildlife

Land Trust invite you to join us in the vital mission to create a global

sanctuary system based on the principle of humane stewardship.

To find out more visit the WLT website www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au

If you have any questions about the WLT program not covered on

the website, please feel free to call Evan Quartermain on 1800 333

737 or email him at evan@hsi.org.au – he will be only too happy

to hear from you.

SPECIES PROFILE
Grey-headed Flying Fox & Spectacled Flying Fox

Listed  as  threatened under  federal  and various  state  laws,  grey-

headed  flying-foxes  (Pteropus  poliocephalus) are  Australia's  only

endemic flying-fox and one

of  the  largest  bats  in  the

world.  They  weigh  600-

1000 grams with a length of

23-29  centimetres  and,  as

per  the  name, their  heads

are  covered  by  light  grey

fur, with a collar of  orange

encircling the neck.

A  diverse  diet  includes

nectar  and  pollen  from

eucalypts,  melaleucas  and

banksias,  and although they range  from around Rockhampton in

Q'land to southern Victoria, only a small proportion is used at any

time due to selective foraging. Hence patterns of  occurrence and

abundance vary widely between seasons and years.

Spectacled flying-foxes  (Pteropus conspicillatus) are so named due to

the distinctive strawcoloured fur surrounding their eyes, and they

typically  have  a  length  of  15-24  centimetres  and weigh  500-850

grams.  Their  Australian  distribution  is  restricted  to north-eastern

Queensland and, while long assumed to feed primarily on rainforest

species,  they  regularly  feed  on  a  variety  of  species  including

eucalypts  in  tall  open  forests,  tropical  wood  land  and  savanna

ecosystems.  Although  currently  listed  as  Vulnerable  federally,  a

Humane  Society  International  nomination  has  prioritised  an

Endangered assessment.

Flying-foxes'  high  mobility

makes  them  important

pollinators,  vital  to  the

reproduction,  regeneration

and evolution of forest eco

systems.  They  pollinate

over  far  larger  distances

than  birds  or  insects,  and

are  critical  for  coastal

species  only  receptive  to

pollination at night.

Flying-fox camps  can  be  viewed negatively  by  the  public  due  to

exaggerated  health  concerns,  however  ineffective  management

options such as dispersals are inappropriate due to significant stress

caused. Such options also ignore that the flying-foxes roost where

they do for a reason, having had habitat decimated by urban and

agricultural development.                                                Source: http://www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au

“I am only one, but I am one.“I am only one, but I am one.“I am only one, but I am one.“I am only one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything, but I can do something.I cannot do everything, but I can do something.I cannot do everything, but I can do something.I cannot do everything, but I can do something.
And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do.”And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do.”And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do.”And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do.”
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    ~ Edward Everett Hal~ Edward Everett Hal~ Edward Everett Hal~ Edward Everett Hal

The editor's property 'Marwood' is a
registered sanctuary - proudly

displaying the WLT sign!

Grey-headed flying-fox and pup in flight 
Photo - Nick Edards

Orphaned spectacled flying-fox in care at WLT
sanctuary Nightwings Rainforest Centre.

Dave Pinson
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A message From our

'Phone Co-ordinator
Faye Whitfield

Many thanks to Sherri Smith and Lyn Apps for volunteering to
do a six hour shift on the roster every week.  Alana White has
given two days of her holidays to do two, twelve hour shifts as
well as her usual shifts, fabulous stuff!

We are always looking for new volunteers for the 'phone roster
especially with Tracey Jacobs away for a couple of months.
Members of the public who ring are very thankful to hear a
cheery voice on the line, many times I have had said to me,
“Oh thank goodness, someone is there!" Just six hours once a
week or fortnight, or month even, would be great. I can always
put the calls through the data base for you if necessary.

If  you find it  difficult  to be a carer  or  rescuer,  perhaps the
'Phone Roster might a wonderful way for you to contribute to
helping our wildlife!

The first species lost to climate change?

Tragic news. On a tiny tropical island in the beautiful northern
parts of the Great  Barrier  Reef, the Bramble Cay Melomys
(Melomys rubicola), a small Australian rodent,  has just been
declared extinct.   This species of Melomys was known only
from the very small (approximately 4 hectare) Bramble Cay in
the north-east  Torres Strait,  Queensland.  Because a limited
survey in March 2014 failed to detect the species, Bramble
Cay was revisited from 29 August to 5 September 2014, with
the explicit  aims  of  establishing  whether  the  Bramble Cay
melomys still persisted on the island and enacting emergency
measures to conserve any remaining individuals.  

A thorough  survey effort  involving 900 small  mammal  trap-
nights, 60 camera trap-nights and two hours of active daytime
searches produced no records of the species, confirming that
the  only  known  population  of  this  rodent  is  now  extinct.
Anecdotal information obtained from a professional fisherman
who had visited Bramble Cay annually for the past ten years
suggested that  the last  known sighting of  the Bramble Cay
melomys was made in late 2009.
Luke  Leung, a  wildlife  biologist  and  senior  lecturer  in  the
School of Agriculture and Food Sciences at the University of
Queensland  and co-author  of a  government  report  on  the
Bramble Cay melomys  ' extinction, says, "It's like going to the
beach, you can find everything at Bramble Cay.  It's only 300
metres long and 100 metres wide, so we are very confident
that  this  species,  unfortunately,  has  become extinct."  The
reason for the rodent's extinction, Leung explains, is due to
vegetation on the cay dying out because of salt exposure from
rising water  levels and  storm surges,  leaving the melomys
without a food source.

It’s  heartbreaking  to  know  that  because of  human-induced
climate change, we’ve just lost a unique Australian mammal.
Scientists have said the key factor in the extinction was ocean
inundation from sea level rises and the increased frequency
and intensity of weather events - all of which points to human-
induced climate change as the root cause of the extinction.
Significantly,  this  probably  represents  the  first  recorded
mammalian extinction due to anthropogenic climate change.

Source: WWF Australia 22.6.16; Report Q'sland Govt/University of Q'sland Aug/Sept 2014

Goulburn & the Mountain Pygmy-possum!
By Lawrie Dunn

Monday  the  first  of  August  I  find  myself  sitting  in  a

comfortable  chair  at  the  Cut  'n  Curl  Hair  Salon  in

Goulburn. Before me on the coffee table is a copy of our

Autumn 2016 WIRES Branch Newsletter, looking like it's

well used. So of course I pick it up and flick through it,

finding (on page 11)  the article on the Mountain Pygmy-

possum (Burramys parvus).  I am unable to control myself
and blurt  out  some  facts  on  this  interesting  creature.

Kristen asked could I possibly share it with you all, so here

it is!

'Burramys parvus'  is named after a local aboriginal area
Burra Burra, 'mys' meaning mouse, and 'parvus' which is
Latin for small.  

It was first discovered in 1896 by a medical practitioner

from Taralga, Doctor Robert  Broom,  who identified the

Mountain  Pygmy-possum

from bone deposits in a

cave  at  Wombeyan.  It

was  considered  to  be

extinct until 1966 when

the first live animal was

found in a ski  lodge at

Mt. Hotham in Victoria,

then  the  next  one  at

Kosciusko NSW in 1970.

They are the largest of

the pygmy-possums weighing in at 40 grams and gaining

weight to a maximum of 80 grams ready for hibernation

during winter, when they are covered by a blanket of snow

for up to five months.  It is in fact the only Australian

mammal to depend on snow cover for it's survival and it is

also the only Australian mammal restricted to living at an

altitude  of 1400 metres to 1600 metres.  However,   at

Wombeyan Caves the pygmy- possum bones were found at

about 600metres. So there you go, the Pygmy Possum  was

first found almost on Goulburn's doorstep!' 

Note:  'Burramys parvus' is listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List.

Wow!  That's fascinating Lawrie – thanks for sharing it with us.  I guess the fossils
found at  the lower altitude would indicate that many, many moons ago the climate
was  cooler  in  the Wombeyan area than it  is  now,  and as  it  warmed it  gradually
forced the possums to higher ground?  All  so interesting – let's hope that current
conservation efforts are successful, would be tragic if it went extinct yet again!   Ed.

Source of Photos and captions:  www.arkive.org

What is a fish without a river?  What is a fish without a river?  What is a fish without a river?  What is a fish without a river?  
What is a bird without a tree to nest in? What is a bird without a tree to nest in? What is a bird without a tree to nest in? What is a bird without a tree to nest in? 
What is an Endangered Species Act without any What is an Endangered Species Act without any What is an Endangered Species Act without any What is an Endangered Species Act without any 
 enforcement mechanism to ensure their habitat is protected?     enforcement mechanism to ensure their habitat is protected?     enforcement mechanism to ensure their habitat is protected?     enforcement mechanism to ensure their habitat is protected?    

    It is nothing.     It is nothing.     It is nothing.     It is nothing. 
                                                                         ~                                                                           ~                                                                           ~                                                                           ~  Jay InsleeJay InsleeJay InsleeJay Inslee

Unlike most possums, the Mountain pygmy-possum is mainly terrestrial, 
although it is also an adept climber.

A Mountain pygmy-possum in torpor.
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NOTHING ELSE

IS GOOD ENOUGH

     Stationery       Business Cards               Flyers
     Brochures       Posters & Banners          Copying

      Graphic Design 

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS

Phone: 4822 2970

34 Clifford St., Goulburn. 2580
Fax: 4822 2168    Email: info@hypercet.com.au

“Supporting WIRES Southern Tablelands”

Make your backyard a habitat haven

 CREATING HABITAT FOR SMALL BIRDS
By making your garden a friendly place for small birds, you will
create a good habitat for them to live, feed and nest in. Making
your  patch a  thriving place also helps to reconnect  habitats
across the landscape.  This means that  when small  birds fly
from place to place in search of food, shelter and nesting trees,
they have an easier task ahead of them.  Making your backyard
into a safe and friendly habitat will  help more small birds to
survive.  With  a  few  simple  steps,  you  can  transform  your
garden into a small bird paradise.

Be a Backyard Buddy
When you look out your windows, what do you see? Too often,
the answer is Indian Mynas, Noisy Miners, or only a few types
of birds. This is because the manicured gardens we have in our
suburbs encourage those birds. Mynas love areas with open
spaces, like lawns or paved areas without many plants, or with
only a few tall trees scattered around. Sound familiar? These
common, suburban gardens don’t provide the habitat that small
birds need. They don’t have an understorey or many plants of
different heights and densities for smaller birds to hide in, and
so they easily get chased out of the area by more aggressive
birds. But you can help!

You don’t need to dig up the whole garden and start again. You
can simply make a few additions to fill  up your garden a bit
more, and make it more suitable for small birds. Try to.....
•  Keep your cats indoors as much as possible, so that they
don’t attack small birds.
•  Let your neighbours know about what you’re doing, so that
they understand the value in keeping their cat indoors too.
•  Plant spiky shrubs between or near your existing plants to fill
up the area, and make it more attractive to small birds.
•   Plant  native  plants  close  together  to  provide  the  dense
vegetation that small birds just love.
•  Be patient as it may take time for your garden to develop,
and for  small  birds and  new visitors to discover  that  it  is  a
reliable source of food, shelter and water.

•  Start slowly — maybe pick one corner of your garden to build
up first, and add to it over time.

Once you get started on making your own garden popular for
little birds, you can end up encouraging your neighbours and
people in your local area to adopt similar practices. The more
good habitat there is around, the more small birds you will all
see.

Take a walk around your nearest natural area with high quality
bushland. Observe what kinds of small birds are around, and
what kinds of plants they are feeding on and sheltering in. To
encourage small birds what you want to do in your own garden,
is copy as closely as possible what you see out in the  local
natural bushland.
Visit  www.backyardbuddies.net.au for  more  information  about
creating safe habitats for your local wildlife.

Source: PAWS, the newsletter of the Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife;
www.backyardbuddies.net.au – 18.11.15

Koala Rehabilitation

Workshop 
24th & 25th September 2016

A Koala Rehabilitation Course will be held in
Port  Macquarie  on  24th  September  (full
day) & 25th September (half day). 

The course is being held at the University of NSW Rural
Clinical Medicine Campus & Port Macquarie Koala Hospital.
The course costs $125 for new participants. If anyone that
attended the course in 2015 wants to refresh, they can do
so for $85.
This course is being hosted by the Port  Macquarie Koala
Hospital and there are limited places available.

The workshop is being recognised as equivalent to the
WIRES Koala Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release Course.

You can book and pay for this workshop via this link:
http://bit.ly/Koala-Training-Pay

For any further enquiries please contact
Jessica.Birrell@wires.org.au

 Source:  WIRES Member eNews – 28.6.16

Hollows�as�Homes

Hollows as Homes is a citizen science project run by The Royal
Botanic Gardens in Sydney. 

Tree hollows are essential habitat for many Australian animals 
but a native tree takes 100 years or more to develop a hollow.
With land clearing on the rise, it is very important to highlight
the need to maintain older generations of trees to ensure safe
habitat for our wildlife.  

This  project  has  been
created  to  assess  tree
hollow  availability  for
hollow  dwelling  animals.
You  can  sign  up  to  the
project and add a wildlife
sighting  and  register  a
hollow on the Hollows as
Homes website. 

This  will  supply  valuable
information  in  regard  to
the  whereabouts  of
certain  species  and  the
availability of tree hollows
in different areas.

For more information visit:
https://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/HollowsHome

Follow Hollows as Homes on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/HollowsAsHomes

 Source:  WIRES Member eNews – 2.6.16  (Photo by Kay Muddiman)

A Striated Thornbill (Acanthiza lineata) in the editor's garden – one of the 
many species that will benefit from an increase in understorey.

A Rainbow Lorikeet that was nesting in a tree
hollow at Merimbula NSW
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FOR�THE�FLEDGLINGS!
Hi Kids!  Not only is September the first month of spring, but it's also a time
when we think about  the many native animals that are declining in numbers
due mainly to the actions of us humans.  One of those animals is the koala,
with which I'm sure you are all familiar.  So this issue 'your' page is devoted
to the koala – I hope you enjoy it and have fun with the colouring in!
Until next time.  Ed.

           STUFF ABOUT KOALAS!

• Although sometimes called 'koala bears',  they are  not
bears!  They are MARSUPIALS, which means that they
carry their young in a pouch.
• Koalas are mostly nocturnal animals. This means that
they sleep in the daytime, and move around and feed at
night.
• An adult  koala  eats  about  a  half  to  one  kilogram  of
leaves each night.
• There are about 600 varieties of eucalypts (gum trees).  Koalas Australia wide eat  only about 120 of these.  Koalas in a
specific area would prefer to eat only about 4-6 different types.  These trees are also their homes.
• The male Koala has a dark scent gland in the center of his chest. He rubs this on the tree in order to mark his territory.
• Koalas also communicate with each other by making a noise like a snore and then a belch, known as a "bellow".
• Koalas on mainland Australia produce on average, one young every two years.
• When Koalas are born, they are only 2 centimetres long, which is about as big as a jellybean!
• At birth, Koala joeys have no fur and their eyes and ears are still closed. 
• The Koala joey rides in it's mother's pouch for about 5 or 6 months, and drinks milk from its mother's nipple. After that, it rides
on its mother's back until it leaves home to take care of itself.
• Koalas don't normally need to drink as they get all the moisture they need from the gum leaves. However, they can drink if
necessary, such as in times of drought and heatwave.
• When Koalas become upset and worried ("stressed") by the loss of their homes, they may get a disease called " Chlamydia".
This makes them very ill and sometimes they die.
• Dogs and cars kill many Koalas each year.
• While Koalas can be seen in many zoos, don't you think it would be very sad if
there were none left in the wild?  This may happen if we continue to allow their
habitat to be destroyed at the present rate.
• The Koala’s paws are specially adapted for gripping and climbing. Rough pads
on the palms and soles help it to grip tree trunks and branches, and both front
and hind paws have long sharp claws. Each paw has five digits. On the front
paw, two digits are opposed to the other three, rather like a human's thumb, so
they are both able to be moved in opposition to the other three. This allows the
Koala to grip more securely. On the hind paw, there is no claw on the biggest
digit, which is opposable to the others for gripping, and the second and third
digits  are  fused  together  to  form  a  double-clawed  digit  which  is  used  for
grooming purposes, such as for removing ticks.

A koala Mum and her joey for you to colour in.

When koala joeys get big enough, they ride on their
mother's backs.  Then they are called 'back riders' !

All information and images on this page sourced from www.savethekoala.com  7





From the

WOMBAT BURROW
By Brenda Perusic

Wombat Co-ordinator

The continuous and large amount of rain we had during winter
caused many problems for our wombats.  Their burrows have
been flooded and/or washed out causing the animals to move
to higher ground.  Some places they choose, such as under
houses or in sheds, may not be the ideal place - not only for
the  wombats,  but  also  where  us  humans  are  concerned!
However,  most animals will  move on when everything dries
out, so please be understanding and patient if this happens to
you.

In order to illustrate the severe problems faced by wombats
during such period of heavy rain, Donna, from Sleepy Burrows
Wombat Sanctuary at  Gundaroo, has provided the following
report, and kindly allowed us to use it, and the accompanying
images, in our newsletter.   Thanks Donna!  It covers direct
results  from seven weeks  of  flooding  at  her  sanctuary and
surrounding  areas  (including  Cooma,  Goulburn,  Moruya,
Robertson, Jamberoo and Gundaroo).

1. Big increase in wombat attacks on smaller wombats (joey or
juvenile)  due to the lack of burrows. We have seen  a very
large increase in the number  of  wombats being  hit  on  the
'normal'  roads checked,  which  leaves  joeys vulnerable and
open  to  attacks.  With  the  shortage  of  burrows,  this  has
definitely  been  occurring.  Specific  areas  have  seen  an
increase in females with joeys being hit,  possibly moving to
find somewhere else to put their joeys?

2. A large percentage of burrows have been flooded for seven
weeks now, which has caused a big shift in wombats trying to
seek alternative 'housing'.

3. This has led to another big increase of people contacting us
to say 'we've never seen a wombat before, now there's one
trying to dig under  our  house,  or  in our  shed'.  These calls
came  when  there  was  flooding  in  the  creek  areas  or
surrounding areas at the time.

4. Our creek has been overflowing and flowing hard for seven
weeks.  This  has  resulted  in females  being  separated  from
their  joeys,  ie  unable  to  cross  back  over.  So  we  have
situations where the mothers are on one side of the creek and
3kg joeys hunkering down on the other side waiting for their
mothers to return.

5.  Wombats  do  not  always  come out  of  flooded  burrows.
Hence  we  have  been  pumping  burrows  out  and  finding
wombats nose deep in water at the ends, who then bolt out as
if to say, 'What the hell took you so long??!!'.

6. With the ground so wet and heavy, burrow collapsing has
been happening a lot, in the last two weeks in particular as the
ground  is  saturated.  Again,  not  all  wombats  can  dig
themselves out of a collapse, depending on how it falls. Due to
burrows  collapsing  or  being  flooded  at  the  sanctuary  for

example,  we  have seen  FIVE wombats  come out  of  ONE
burrow which normally houses ONE wombat. The result - four
were  male  wombats.    EVERY SINGLE  wombat  had  attack

marks on their rumps except for the last male (obviously). The
male right  at  the front  we  in fact  dug  out  as,  with  all  the
activity, lack of burrows and being juvenile, he was petrified to
come out  of  his  own volition.  Hence his wounds after  two
weeks were rotting his back. This I would say is a direct result
of the situation for wombats right now. The result for him was
surgery a few days ago. So far so good, he has pulled through
surgery and is recovering well.

Wombat Carers needed!

We have a great need for more wombat carers in our branch
so that we can 'spread the load'.  

Wombats are the most intriguing and endearing joeys to care
for, and I guarantee that you would be smitten with them as
soon as you get your very first joey!

If you would like to help, or even just find out more information
about what is involved, I would love to hear from you.

Brenda.

Thank  you  so very  much  to Donna  of  Sleepy  Burrows
Wombat Sanctuary  for your  interest and support of our
newsletter – it is very much appreciated!  Thank you also
for all the wonderful work you do with these most amazing
animals.  Ed.

NOTE: All four Images are the copyright of Sleepy Burrows
Wombat Sanctuary.

One of the many flooded burrows.

Burrow after being pumped out, with wombat bolting out about two seconds later!

The attack injuries suffered by the wombat that was dug out, having been the first
one in the burrow and unable to get out with four more wombats behind him..

Wound cleaned and stitched up.
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flying, hunting and can be released.  Stay tuned for an update
in the next newsletter!

Finally,a big ‘thank you’ to Alana and Kerreen for coming on
board  and  being  part  of  our  bat  team  –  I  couldn’t  have
managed without you.

Endangered�Aussie�bird�

making�a�comeback

Renewed hope for one of Australia's most critically  
endangered birds after several spotted in Victoria.

Researchers  have  spotted  the  largest  number  of  one  of
Australia's  most  critically  endangered  birds  to  be  detected
during a single survey in several years. A total of seven Plains-
wanderers  –  a  small,  quail-like  bird,  listed  as  critically
endangered – were spotted in 'Terrick Terrick National Park',
north of Bendigo in Victoria.

“This is an incredibly exciting find and gives us some hope
that  the  birds  might  be  coming  back.  Bird  watchers  from
around the globe come here to see this bird because it is so
unique," said Dr Mark Antos, a scientist at Parks Victoria.

Based on its evolutionary uniqueness and rarity, the Plains-
wanderer has been listed as the world's fourth most important
endangered bird species by the Zoological Society of London,
and is Australia's number one bird species on the list.

Parks Victoria has been working with a group of  volunteers
surveying and monitoring Plains-wanderer populations. “After
not seeing any Plains-wanderers for a few years, we started
detecting two or three birds in our surveys in the second half
of last year," said Mark. "We were delighted and hopeful on
discovering a nest with four eggs in the park last December.
This latest finding  including a very young female bird is the
best result we’ve had in five years. There is still a long way to
go before we can be confident of a broader recovery and it's
critical that we carefully manage their habitat."

The Plains-wanderer is a distant relative to coastal shorebirds,
but lives in dry inland native grasslands. Unlike many birds,
the females of the species are more brightly coloured than the
males. After  mating, males are left  to do most of the child-
rearing.

Source: www.australiangeographic.com.au – 14.6.16

Female Plains-wanderer (Pedionomus torquatus). 
(Image Credit: courtesy Parks Victoria)

From our Bat Co-ordinator
By Heather Caulfield

DRIZA-BONES AND ESPRIT

The 2016 winter fashion of choice for microbats

Gale force winds, storms and flooding have led to a record
intake of microbats this winter.  Between  May and late July,
we've  had  20  microbats  come  into  care.   We've  also
welcomed Boris, an elderly male grey headed flying-fox who
sustained a few injuries and found himself trapped in a Boral
open train wagon.  Boris will be in care for approximately one
month, before heading up to Sydney for eventual release.

As  for  the microbats,  apart
from  a  couple  with  bumps
and  bruises  and  one  cat
attack, most have been very
healthy.  Their  only  problem
was  getting  caught  in  the
wrong place or choosing an
unsuitable  environment  to
over-winter. 
Two were found in bedrooms
- one had spent  three days
hiding,  only to come out  at
night, climb on the bed and
terrorise the property owner!
Two  have  been  found  in
sheds,  one  of  which  was
very snug inside the lining of
an  Esprit  jacket.  A  pair  of

females from Dubbo were found trapped in a vase.   They
have been sent to our branch where they can keep company
with  many  others  of  their  own  species,  until  the  warmer
weather arrives.  

Our biggest bat rescue occurred during the early June floods
when we received a call about numerous microbats hiding in
a  family's  driza-bones  hanging  on  a  partially  enclosed
verandah. With no idea how many bats we were dealing and
no certainty  regarding  which  jackets held  the bats,  all  ten
coats from the verandah were bundled  into two very large
garbage bags and taken back to my house where we could
take our time searching and assessing.  What we found were
six sleepy and very tiny Southern forest bats as well as six
very unhappy Lesser long-eared micros. 
All  of the microbats have been divided between two carers
and three flexariums (nylon mesh cages).  Every week we
paint different coloured  marks on each bat's  belly  to make
sure we can identify  which bat  is from  which location.   As
soon as the weather warms up enough for insects to be in the
evening sky, all must be returned to the exact property they
came from so they can rejoin their particular colony.
Before their release however, there will be the big question of
pups.  Eleven of the microbats are female Lesser-long eared
bats – a species that is very good at giving birth to twins while
in care.  That could mean anything up to 22 more microbats
in  care  and  a 12 week  delay  before  the pups  are weaned,

'Boris' - the elderly grey-headed flying fox.

One of the tiny Southern Forest bats in care.

                                               A Lesser Long-eared Bat                          (Stock Photo.)
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From�the�

Possum�Box
By Kristen Lowe 

Possum Co-ordinator

Well,  it  was fairly  quiet  through winter
with  possums  in  care,  but  very  busy
with  everything  else  -  possums  in
rooves, one stuck behind a microwave and trees!  Yes, I said
trees  -  their  natural  habitat!   A lot  of  people get  irate with
possums 'annoying their dogs and cats and eating their plants'
... ?????   Why can't we all be more patient with our native
animals and live in harmony with them?
On the evening of 21st August, Gary Stevenson (one of our
newer members) brought in a beautiful sugar glider that had
been  caught  in barbed  wire.   Poor  little guy was  wrapped
round  and  round  the barb.   Ian  from  Southern  Tablelands
Veterinary  Hospital  went  well  beyond  'the  call  of  duty'  yet
again and anaesthetised poss to unwrap him from the wire.
Huge thanks Ian!   Early days yet though - things don't look
too promising but we will  do our best.  Being out of hours I
assisted Ian and enjoyed my short time as a vet nurse holding
the mask (such a big job!  Ha! Ha!)  Poor Ian - I talk a lot! 
A big thank you also to Leighton, I  have called him several
times lately for possum rescues and he has done a great job
on all. 

RICC COURSE WORKSHOP

Our branch held a Rescue & Immediate Care Workshop in
Goulburn during July, which went very well.  There were nine
participants resulting  in five new members for  us,  and four
(from  Wingecarribee,  Bega  and  Wollongong)  for  other
branches.

Our new Bird Co-ordinator Amy did wonderful presentation on
all aspects of 'birds' – well done Amy!  Apart from  myself and
Amy,  Chris,  Jackie  and  Brenda  were  also  in  attendance.
Thank you to all for your help in making the course a success.

A 'CRAFTY' MEMBER!

Sherri  Smith,  one  of  our
newer  members  does  a
craft  called  'felting',  at
which she excels!  

She makes wonderful  felt
creations,  including some
of  our  native animals.   It
takes days to make each
animal,and  obviously  the
bigger  ones  take  even
longer!  

They're  amazing  and  so
very  lifelike  –  the  only
difference being that they
don't bite (thankfully!).

Sherri  has  donated  a
beautiful lady that she has
made  for  our  branch

Christmas raffle  - so a big thank you to Sherri! It's great to see
new members becoming so involved.

Until next time..... Kristen.

Vet Etiquette for Members
It is most important that we all observe a certain protocol when
taking wildlife that comes into our care to the vets, so that we
can continue to maintain a good relationship with them. You
must  (except in extreme cases of emergency)  ring first and
make an appointment. Don't just 'drop the animal off'. Vets are
busy people, who mostly give their time either  free, or at a
greatly reduced rate, to treat injured wildlife. 

Please treat the vet with respect. Many vets have not had a lot
of experience with wildlife, therefore you may feel (from your
time in wildlife caring)  that  you have some knowledge that
may help them in their diagnosis and treatment. Discuss this
politely with the vet (most of whom would welcome your input)
– but remember that the final decision on the treatment and
care lies with the vet.

Also make sure that a trip to the vet is absolutely essential.
Could  you  solve  the  problem  by  having  the  relevant  co-
ordinator, or another experienced member, check the animal
over? This would not only cut the cost of vet bills, but also
ensure that we are not unnecessarily taking up the vet's time.

Southern  Tablelands  is  very  lucky  to  have  vets  who  are
interested in native animals and who usually only charge for
the medicines or  treatments the animals need,  and not  the
visit.  If you take an animal held under WIRES licence to the
vets  and  you  are  going  to  claim  reimbursement  for  the
veterinary costs you will need to provide an invoice/receipt to
our Treasurer, Brenda Perusic, along with the call number for
the animal.  Please ensure that  the invoice/receipt  includes
the following information:

• Vet’s ABN number.   • Show if paid or not.
• The species of the animals being treated
•  Specific diagnosis.  • Treatment provided.

This will enable a trouble free and speedy reimbursement.

The Crimson Rosellas that won't leave home!

Back in 2010 Dallas and I
rescued  five  Crimson
Rosella  chicks  from  a
chimney at Binda. 

We raised them until  they
needed a  large aviary,  at
which  time  they  were
passed  on  to  Robyn
Cartwright  who saw them
through until release.  

Six  years  later  they  are
still  around  her  property,
and  making  use  of  this
nest box every  year!  

Just  wonderful  to  see  a
success  story  still  being
successful!  

Thanks  for  the  pic  Rob!
Ed.

Amy holds the attention of trainees at the workshop.

Above:  More of Sherri's creations.
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WILDLIFE�OF�THE�WORLD

KAKAPO
The Kakapo is classified as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List,

and listed on Appendix I of CITES.

The  kakapo  (Strigops  habroptila) from  New  Zealand  is  a
Critically  Endangered,  giant,  nocturnal  parrot.  It  is  a  classic
example of evolution on an isolated island, and has a number
of characteristic features that make this species unique. The
kakapo is the only member of the subfamily Strigopinae and is
the only flightless parrot in the world.  It  is also the heaviest
parrot  known  and  is  possibly  the  longest-lived;  the  oldest
known kakapo was elderly when found in 1975 and was still
alive in 2002.

Adult kakapos have beautiful  mossy green  plumage mottled
with brown and yellow,  which provides excellent  camouflage
against the forest floor. The face is owl-like, yellowish-brown,
and framed with modified whisker-like feathers. 

Size: Length 59 – 64cm, weight 950 – 4500g.  

Juvenile kakapos are slightly duller in colour than adults and
have browner faces. The feathers of the kakapo are downy and
soft; the scientific name 'habroptila' means ‘soft feathers’.

The subfamily  'Strigopinae' is endemic to New Zealand, and
was  once  widespread  within  the  North,  South  and  Stewart
Islands,  but  is  now  extinct  throughout  this  former  range.
Between  1980  and  1997,  all  kakapo  remaining  on  Stewart
Island  were transported to  offshore,  predator-free  islands in
order to protect them from introduced mammalian carnivores.
The species now occurs on Codfish and Chalky Islands.

The kakapo is the only parrot to have a lek* mating system.
Early  in  the  breeding  season
(between December  and April),
males  gather  on  display
grounds  where  a  number  of
bowl  shaped  depressions  are
dug  out  in the ground.  Having
competed for access to the best
locations, a male settles into a
bowl and then begins to 'boom'
to attract females. This strange,
very low frequency call  can be
heard  up  to  five  kilometres
away, and obtains its resonance

via inflatable throat air sacs; lek-displaying males also make a
metallic, high pitched 'ching' call. 

After mating, female kakapos incubate the eggs and rear the
chicks alone. Two to three eggs are usually produced and the
chicks hatch after 30 days. 

Sexual  maturity  is  not
reached  until  nine  to  ten
years  of  age;  furthermore,
breeding is  erratic  and slow,
occurring  every  two  to  five
years, and is dictated by the
infrequent  availability  of
super-abundant  supplies  of
food. 

One such event is the 'mast**
fruiting'  of  the  'rimu'  tree
(Dacrydium  cupressinum),
which only occurs every two
to  five  years.  The  kakapo
feeds  on  a  variety  of  fruits,
seeds,  roots,  stems,  leaves,
nectar and fungi. Today, introduced plants are important foods
on some islands.  

The first human settlers of New Zealand were the Maori, who
hunted kakapo for their feathers and meat; the Polynesian dog
and rat introduced by the Maori also preyed upon this species.
When Europeans began to settle in the 1800s, the range of the
kakapo  had  already  dramatically  declined,  and  the situation
became  critical  as  Europeans  set  about  clearing  forests,
hunting and releasing mammalian predators such as domestic
cats,  dogs,  stoats  and  rats.  The  kakapo  is  particularly
vulnerable to predation by mammals due to its strong scent,
habit of  freezing when threatened,  and especially  its ground
nesting behaviour  and flightlessness; the latter, together with
very slow breeding strategies, are key elements in the demise
of  many  endangered  and  extinct  New  Zealand  species.
Introduced  possums and  deer  compete with  the kakapo  for
food sources.

The  drastic  measure  of  removing  all  surviving  kakapo  to
predator-free islands has averted extinction of this remarkable

bird.  There  is  a  National
Kakapo  Team  and  a  ten-year
Recovery Plan for the species.
Measures  to  conserve  the
kakapo  include  intensive,
invasive management  of  free-
living  individuals,  including
supplementary feeding in order
to  stimulate  and  support
breeding,  and  measures  to
improve the survival of chicks.
Although  the  research  and
management  are ongoing, the
dedication and hard work have
paid  off  and initial  results  are
very  encouraging;  the kakapo

population had increased from 51 individuals in 1995 to 86 in
2002. Unfortunately, in July 2004 three young female kakapos
died  as  the  result  of  a  mystery  infection,  taking  the  total
population down to 83 individuals. New Zealand's Department
of  Conservation was quick to respond,  giving the remaining
kakapos antibiotics. A productive year in 2009 saw the kakapo
population increase to 124 individuals, although the loss of a
male  in  February  2010  brought  the  total  down  to  123.  In
January 2012, the kakapo population stood at 127 individuals.

Source: http://www.arkive.org

*  A lek  is  an  aggregation  of  males  gathered  to  engage  in
competitive displays.
**A mast is when a tree species flowers heavily and produces a mass
of seeds or fruit. They usually only occur every 2–5 years.

I  have  been  unable  to  find  the  current  population,  although  the
dedicated  kakapu website  http://kakaporecovery.org.nz states  'fewer
than 150 birds'.   Let's hope the future continues to bring an increase in
numbers – how tragic would it be to lose this amazing bird?! Ed

Kakapo feathers

A kakapo 'booming bowl'

A kakapo chick.

Kakapo head detail
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AUSSIE WILDLIFE

 Squirrel Glider 
              'A Threatened Species'

The Squirrel Glider is listed as Vulnerable  in  NSW  under
the  Threatened  Species  Conservation Act 1995.

The squirrel glider  (Petaurus norfolcensis) is a small arboreal
possum which is  able to glide between trees using a large
membrane of skin that stretches between its limbs. The fur of
the  squirrel  glider  is  blue-grey  or  brownish-grey  on  the
upperparts, with a white or cream belly and a distinctive dark
stripe running from between  the  eyes  to the middle of  the
back. There are also dark stripes on each side of the face. The

squirrel glider’s fur is fine and
silky, and its tail is bushy and
covered in grey-black fur.

Although  it  is  similar  in
appearance  to  the  sugar
glider  (Petaurus  breviceps),
the squirrel glider is the larger
of the two and has a longer,
more  pointed  face,  with
longer,  narrower  ears and  a
bushier  tail.  The  squirrel
glider  also  has  completely
white  underparts,  compared
to a more patchy grey in the
sugar glider.

The  vocalisations  of  the
squirrel glider include a deep,
throaty, gurgling chatter. Like
other  marsupials, the female
squirrel glider has a pouch in
which the young are reared.

The squirrel glider is quite widespread along the east coast of
Australia, from Cape York Peninsula in Queensland to central
Victoria, and inland to the coastal side of the Great Dividing
Range between southern Queensland and central New South
Wales. 

The habitat  of  the squirrel  glider  can range from  dry,  open
sclerophyll  forest  and  woodland  to  tall  coastal  forest  and
Banksia woodland in the northeast  of its  distribution. It  also
occurs  in communities  of  ironbark,  lemon-scented  gum  and
forest red gum in north Queensland.

The squirrel glider is generally absent from rainforest, but may
sometimes occur in rainforest or wet eucalyptus forest in parts
of Queensland. It has also been found in urban environments,
such as the suburbs of Brisbane. This species occurs from sea
level up to elevations of at least 1,200 metres.

The  squirrel  glider  has  a  varied  diet  that  includes  nectar,
pollen,  sap,  flowers  and  Acacia  gum,  as  well  as  insects,
spiders  and  small  vertebrates.  Populations  of  this  species
appear  to be strongly  influenced  by the annual  variation  in
flowering intensity and nectar availability.

A highly active species, the squirrel  glider uses gliding as a
method  of  travelling  from  tree  trunk  to  tree  trunk.  Glides

usually encompass a distance of between 9 and 47 metres,
although glides of up to 60 metres have been recorded. When
gliding, this species launches into the air and spreads its limbs
out, extending the gliding membrane. It swoops up at the end
of  the  flight  to  help  it  slow
down, and uses its long claws
to help it  to cling to the tree
on landing. All  glider species
are  accomplished  acrobats,
able  to  manoeuvre  between
the  trees  with  great  agility
during a glide.

The squirrel  glider  is  largely
nocturnal,  sheltering  by  day
in a nest inside a tree hollow.
An  individual  may  use  a
number of different den sites,
but usually has a preference
for  one  or  two  main  sites,
often  in  trees  on  steep
slopes.  Den  sites  are  often
adjacent to the areas where the squirrel glider carries out its
nocturnal activities, and the average distance between dens
used on successive days is about 218 metres.

Family groups of squirrel gliders tend to consist of two to nine
individuals, usually  including at least one male, two females
and  their  young.  Group  members  often  share  a  den.  The
female squirrel  glider may give birth at any time of year, but
births often peak when food, particularly pollen and nectar, is
most abundant.

The female squirrel glider breeds when over one year of age,
and usually gives birth to one or two young at a time, after a
gestation period of just under three weeks. Females have the
ability to raise two litters each year. The young squirrel gliders
leave the nest after about six months, but stay within the natal
range for around a year. Juvenile mortality following dispersal
is high, but individuals that survive may live for up to six years.

This  small  marsupial  is  continually  losing  habitat,  and  the
quality of its remaining habitat is degrading. This is mainly as a
result of timber removal operations to supply sawn products
and  firewood.  A  lack  of  suitable  nesting  hollows  in  most
remnant forests also results in a lack of viable habitat for the
squirrel glider.

Overgrazing  by  livestock  and  rabbits,  together  with
inappropriate  fire  regimes,  is  further  degrading  habitat  by
hindering the regeneration of trees and shrubs, while coastal
development  and  the clearance  of  forest  remnants  in  New
South Wales and southeast  Queensland are also negatively
affecting  the  squirrel  glider  and  its  habitat.  In addition,  the
squirrel glider may be predated by introduced foxes and cats.

Source:  http://www.arkive.org – 23.7.16

Sadly  it's the same story over  and over  again – yet another of  our  precious  and
unique wildlife  in decline because of man's  activities in  the name of progress and
profit.  When will it ever end?!  Ed.

Squirrel glider gliding at night showing
marsupial pouch opening

Squirrel glider in nest hollow
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TWO VERY SPECIAL SEABIRDS

RESCUED AFTER STORMS

Source: WIRES Facebook Page -  7.6.16

One of  the  birds  was  a  White tern,  a  species  listed  as

vulnerable in NSW, the

other  a  Red-footed

booby,  a  species  with

only  a  handful  of

recorded  sightings  in

the Sydney area.

These  two  striking

seabirds were cared for

overnight  at  Eastside

and  then  transported

by  Sally,  a  WIRES

volunteer  to  Taronga

Zoo for specialist care.

Image credits: White tern - Sam Horne; Red-footed booby - Hayley Grey

Queensland frog run over by lawnmower

hops on plane for recovery 
A frog run over by a lawnmower was flown across Queensland
to save its life.

Min Tims was mowing the lawn outside her Mount Isa home in
early  April  when she made the horrible realisation she had
mown over the top of a green tree frog. The distraught woman
called her niece Felicia Morgan in Townsville. "She had rung
me up devastated because she was mowing the lawn and
didn't  see the frog who was underneath and he got clipped
behind his head," Ms Morgan said. "She was devastated and
asked if I could say prayers for him.  She sent me a photo of
him and then I was devastated and I knew he needed help. So
I told her to go to their first aid kit and get out a gauze pad and
wet it and put it on the wound. We were trying to work out
what to do, we had never nursed a frog before."

Researching where to get help, Ms Morgan came across Frog
Safe, a frog hospital in Cairns. "I knew we were going to save
him because he was a little fighter to begin with, he survived
the first night," Ms Morgan said.

She contacted the hospital and co-ordinated with Frog Safe
president Deborah Pergolotti to transport the injured frog from
Mt  Isa  to  Cairns.  "The  frog  needed  to  be  packed  up  a
particular way, had to get to the airport, and we had to find out
if the airport would be willing to carry the frog for us, we do not
have that kind of money coming in the door to start paying for 
air  cargo  rates,"  Ms  Pergolotti  said.  "We  needed  the

assistance of three different businesses to get the frog here.
"It was unbelievable co-ordination to be able to get the frog to
us, but he did eventually make it to Cairns and we picked him
up from the airport."

The frog, believed to be about  two or  three years old,  had
"serious wounds" on his back and above his eye. "As we were
recovering  the  injury  and  getting  all  that  cleaned  up  we
discovered he had some internal parasites, so that might have
made him ill enough to be out on the lawn to begin with during
the daylight hours," she said. "He is an extremely lucky animal
to  have survived  being run over  by basically  a  blender  on
wheels and we paid a huge amount of attention to him, but he
has recovered very well. He has damage to one eye and we
are not sure how much that will recover."

Ms Morgan said she had sourced an old fish tank and specific
foods for the frog to eat during its transition process back into
the wild. "My Aunty is going to monitor him until he can make it
back to the wild and because he is partially blind in one eye
we need to make sure he gets his food and stays protected,"
she said.

Ms  Pergolotti  said the world  needed  more people  like Ms
Morgan and her aunt to help rescue native frogs which were in
massive decline due to environmental  factors.  "A lot of  the
public still doesn't realise that frogs can be assisted, but there
is a small  subset  that says, 'Well,  they are a native animal,
someone needs to be dealing with this'," she said. "They (the
frogs) are telling us what is wrong with the environment and
they are telling us what is going on. They are ringing the alarm
bell very loudly - they are in massive decline but officially we
are still not paying attention."

Source: www.brisbanetimes.com.au

What a 'feel good' story, and what a lucky little frog!  Ed.

UPDATE!

He's recovered and safely returned to his outback home!

After being airlifted over 1,000 kilometres, from Mount Isa to Cairns, and
two months of intensive care treating wounds and internal parasites, Frog
Safe hospital founder Deborah Pergolotti said the frog was home, safe and
well.  "He has been returned to Mount  Isa," she said.  "We were certainly
concerned about him going through the process again, but he did survive
the flight quite well."  Ms Pergolotti said the woman who initially ran over the
frog  was  actually  the  one  to  collect  him  from  Mount  Isa  airport.  "She
checked him out and put him in a tank at home just to make sure that he's
eating food," Ms Pergolotti said.  "And she rang up the next day to say 'Yes,
he's been eating bugs', so he appears to be doing well." 

Despite  making  a  full
recovery,  he  won't  be
hopping into the wild straight
away. Ms Pergolotti said the
amphibian  must  be  re-
acclimatised before he could
be  released  into  the  wild.
"With  that  cold  snap  that's
been  going  through  the
Mount Isa region, it's a bit too
cold to put him back out into
the wild after he's been out in the tropics for the last couple of months," she
said.                                                                    Source: www.abc.net.au

The little green tree frog that travelled over a thousand 
kilometres to get treatment.

The infected wound has healed, and the lucky
frog is on his way to a full recovery.
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LADYBIRD, LADYBIRD 

A Blast from the Past!
By Kay Muddiman

I  was  photographing  a  ladybird  the  other  day,  when  a  long
forgotten nursery rhyme from my childhood suddenly popped into
my mind ….

Ladybird, ladybird, fly away home,
Your house is on fire and your children all gone;
All except one and that's little Ann,
And she has crept under the warming pan.

Who else  remembers  this  rhyme?  Probably  not  many  of  the
younger generation, but I’m sure those of my ‘oldie’ vintage would!
I have photographed ladybirds before, so why it should have done
so this time I have no idea!   One of the mysteries of that personal
computer we all have, known as our brain! 

Anyway, back to the ladybird!  It wasn’t the typical ‘red with black
spots’ variety, but black with orange spots, which I spotted (pardon
the pun!) on a paddock fence post.  Some Googling identified it as
an  Orange-spotted  Ladybird  (Orcus  australasiae/Parapriasus
Australasia). 

There are many species of ladybird, mostly ‘good’ ones, but with a
couple of pest species.  Fortunately the Orange-spotted is a good
beetle to have around, as it feeds on scale insects.  When they
hunt for the scale insects, they encounter different species of ants
that come for the honey-dew from the scale insect. The helmet
shape of the ladybirds' wing-covers protect them from those ants.
They sit with legs and antenna hidden under the wing-covers, and
the ants can’t do anything about them.  Pretty cool heh?!

According to  the CSIRO there are  57  genera  and about  500
species of ladybird in Australia, with about half of them as  yet
undescribed.    Most  are  quite  tiny,  black  or  brown with  paler
markings and covered with short recumbent hair – not at all like
the smooth and shiny ladybirds with which we are more familiar.
The majority  of  them  are  of  the ‘good’ type (like my Orange-
spotted)  feeding  on  aphids,  soft  scale  insects  and   mites,
occasionally supplementing this with pollen if their other food is in
short supply.  There are however a few that we wouldn’t want in
our  gardens as they are plant  eaters.  Two of  these are the 26
spotted and 28 spotted potato ladybirds (black spots on orange,
around  7mm  in  size),  with  which  I  imagine  our  district  potato
growers would be familiar.  All in all though, ladybirds are mainly
our friends!

Source: http://www.ento.csiro.au/biology; http://www.brisbaneinsects.com

Vulnerable, spotted & rarely seen
Recently, WIRES received a call when a Spotted-tailed Quoll was
seen,  out  of  its  natural  environment.  It  was  found  8  feet  up  a
Bangalow Palm tree in the small backyard of a residential area on
the NSW Central Coast.

WIRES volunteer  Gary  was  surprised  about  the  call  as  it  has
become very rare to see the Spotted-tailed Quoll due to its status

as vulnerable to extinction in NSW.  All four species of
quolls  that  are  native  to  Australia  are  declining  in
numbers mainly due to habitat loss, fragmentation and
urbanisation.
When Gary arrived he could see that the quoll appeared
to be very distressed. It  looked to be stuck in the tree
between the palm fronds and Gary feared that it may be

injured.  He very carefully  extracted  the quoll  from  the
tree,  and  placed  it  into a  secure rescue basket.  After
arriving home, Gary released the quoll into an aviary in
order  to  evaluate  its  condition  and  ability  to  move.
Thankfully the quoll was able to run around normally and
appeared to be uninjured.
After  careful  monitoring, Gary was able to release the
quoll into safe bushland near the rescue site. This was
the first  time that  Gary  had  been  involved  in  a quoll
rescue,  and  said of  the  experience,  ‘It  was  amazing.
Something  totally  different  and  it  was  certainly  very
special to be involved.’
It was a great success for WIRES to be able to rescue
such a vulnerable and special animal in a time of need
and relocate it to a safe and natural environment.

Source: WIRES eNewsletter 23.6.16

A rare rescue indeed – good work Gary!  Ed.

LOCAL SPOTTED-TAILED QUOLL

Five years ago, just after sun-up,  our neighbour John
rang us up to say, 'Come down right now, and bring your
camera!'  He wouldn't  say why, but we thought as we
drove the 2km down to his place, 'It had better be good
John to get us out at this hour in the morning'!  

Well, it was certainly worth it because we arrived to find
this Spotted-tailed Quoll in a trap that John had set the
night before for feral cats!  We couldn't believe our eyes,
and were just so excited to think that we had quolls in
our area!  Going by the old wounds to it's head and ears
it appeared that it was a battle scarred older male, who
made it obvious that it wasn't happy with lots of hissing
and snarling (for  want of a better way to describe the
noise!)  So, not wanting to stress it  any more, we just
took this one quick pic and then John opened the trap
and it  was away.  This was the first, and only, quoll we
have  seen  in  the wild  –  an experience we will  never
forget.   Ed.

Top left - shows all six spots. Top right –shows more of legs.  Bottom left – climbing onto top
of post reveals a fringed tail. Bottom right – a helmet on legs!

Proof that Spotted-tailed quolls are in the Upper Lachlan Shire!
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PLEASE�SUPPORT�OUR�SUPPORTERS!
Our branch receives great and regular support from several local vets and other businesses. Without their support we
would find it very much more difficult to function and provide our wildlife with the care they need. 
It would be good therefore if we could 'give something back' to show our appreciation - so, if you have need of any
services provided by our supporters, please consider giving your business to them.

• CROOKWELL VETERINARY HOSPITAL - Goulburn Street, Crookwell.  Phone: 4832 1977

• SOUTHERN TABLELANDS VETERINARY HOSPITAL (formerly known as Clifford Street Veterinary Hospital)
   now located at 105 Robinson Street, Goulburn.  Same 'phone: 4821 1966
• CLINTON STREET VETERINARY CLINIC (Peter Wright - Member) – 7 Clinton St., Goulburn.  Ph: 4821 1881

• MARULAN VETERINARY HOSPITAL (Ruby Petersen) – 45 George St., Marulan.  Phone: 4841 1838

• HYPERCET PRINTING – 34 Clifford St., Goulburn.  Phone: 4822 2970

• GOULBURN WORKER'S CLUB – Auburn St., Goulburn.  Phone: 4821 3355

• THE OLD GOULBURN BREWERY (Michael O’Halloran) - Bungonia Rd., Goulburn. Phone: 4821 6071

• GOULBURN POST – 199 Auburn St., Goulburn.  Phone: 4827 3500

• POLICE ACADEMY –  McDermott Drive, Goulburn.  Phone: 48288525

Note for members: I have listed the vets of which I am aware, but I am sure there must be others.  So, if your vet isn't mentioned please let me
have their details, and I will include them in future newsletters.  Thanks, Kay –  Ed.

AVIAN CARE UPDATES

From the Avian  Management Team - WIRES Member eNews - 10.6.16

Hi Fellow Avian Carers,
Thanks to all of you who have in some way helped our native birds throughout the summer. Hopefully our busiest time is
coming to an end and we can draw breath and reflect on our experiences. We look forward to seeing many of you at an

upcoming Avian Care Course soon. (Go to the training tab on CarerHQ for a course near you).

The Avian Team keeps up to date with best practices in avian care, and we urge you to follow the advice we share.

As there seems to be some confusion out there about diets for carnivores, omnivores and insectivores, the Avian Team
would like to share a few reminders:

Mince is NOT suitable for birds for the following reasons:
• The fat content can be too high for most species to digest.
• It can contain harmful preservatives and colouring.  
• It can stick to the inside of the beak and cause bacterial infections

As per OEH Code of Practice for Injured, Sick and Orphaned Protected Fauna Page 13 9. Husbandry 9.1.1.4. Fauna must be

provided with a balanced and complete diet that supports growth and development and is appropriate for the species, size,
age, mobility and physiological status of the animal.  9.1.1.5. Food that is available in the wild must form the basis of the
animal’s diet.  

Below are some examples:

OMNIVORES eg Raven, Magpie, Currawong
Natural diet: Insects, carrion, small reptiles and mammals, fruit and seeds.
Captive diet: Lean beef strips, rolled in Insectapro/Insectivore, live insects, native fruits, mixed seed, mice, corn from

the cob, peas.

CARNIVORES eg Butcherbird, Kookaburra, Kingfisher
Natural diet: Insects, larvae, small birds, mammals and reptiles, small fish, crustaceans.
Captive diet: Lean beef strips, rolled in Insectapro/Insectivore, live insects, small fish, pinkies/mice, aphids and day old

chicks.

INSECTIVORES 
eg Magpie Lark, Willy Wagtail
Natural diet: Variety of insects and larvae eg moths, beetles, caterpillars, worms, flying insects.

Captive diet: Small lean beef strips, rolled in Insectapro/Insectivore, live insects and worms, branches with aphids and
grubs.

Tawny Frogmouth
Natural diet: Insects and moths, small mammals and reptiles.

Captive diet: Lean  beef  strips  rolled  in  Insectapro/Insectivore,  live  insects  especially  moths and woodroaches and
occasional mice.

We look forward to sharing more news on avian care soon.
Regards from The Avian Management Team
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HERBIE
By Kay Muddiman

One morning  at  sun-up,  a  magnificent  male  Eastern  Grey
Kangaroo was grazing under our Chinese Elm next to our side
verandah. He had been hanging around at a distance for a
few days,  but we reckoned that the fresh green pick of our
lawn must have got too much for him, especially as he had
easy access with our garden fence being replaced and not yet
complete.

He seemed to be turning into our resident kangaroo,  staying
on  the  lawn  for  two  or  three  days  and  only  moving  to  a

distance when we came near
him.  One morning we couldn't
see  him  and  thought  (quite
sadly) that he had left for other
pastures. But no, when we let
our  dogs  out  of  their  yard
Benny  showed  us  where  he
was  -  happily  relaxing  under
my washing line on the other
side of  the garden!  Our  boys
know not to chase wildlife, so
they just  eyed  each  other  up
for a couple of minutes, and as
our  boys  didn't  approach  too
close  Herbie  (that's  what  we
called  him!)  decided  he  was
safe  and  continued  laying
there,  occasionally  nibbling

grass. Of course this was totally unnatural behaviour, but he
wasn't old, looked healthy, did healthy scats (and lots of them!)
and was eating.  So, as there's very little one can do for a wild,
fully grown, huge boy like Herbie, all we could do was leave
him be and watch him, and hope that he just wanted a bit of R
& R and would then be off.  

However, it wasn't to be.  Over the next day it became obvious
that he wasn't 'right' and that he was slowly fading.  Sadly, but
not unexpectedly, he died overnight, laying in the same spot
near my washing line. We laid him to rest in the far corner of
our property, under the eucalypts. 

Why, as a wild roo, he chose this spot to spend his last days
we shall never know.  We had joked at one stage about what
our friend Mark once commented - they see the WIRES sign
on the gate and know that they'll be safe!  It really does make
one think though - do they somehow know where they will be
safe?  This isn't an isolated incident, I know it has happened to
others as well, and it always seems to be to people who care
about our wildlife.  I  guess it  will  always remain a mystery. 
However, I do know that it was a privilege to be so close to
and share this time with such a magnificent wild boy. 

RIP Herbie.

HEALING BATH FOR BIDDY THE ECHIDNA
Sometimes  after  a  rough  day,  there's  nothing  quite  like  a
soothing bubble bath.

Sadly, Biddy the echidna had a particularly rough day recently,
having been  found  in a backyard  in  Maryborough  –  about
255km north of Brisbane, Queensland – with severe cuts to

the back, legs and spines.  The injuries were likely caused by
nearby slashing work, and Biddy was taken to the Australia
Zoo Wildlife Hospital for treatment. 

X-rays showed Biddy had suffered a minor rib fracture but,
thankfully,  no  injuries  to  the  beak  –  damage  to  which  is
detrimental to echidnas' ability to find food, and can therefore
be fatal. 

The  only  way  to  disinfect  Biddy's  cuts  without  the  spines
getting in the way was with an antiseptic bath. Following the
bath, a team of three worked to remove the residual dirt and
hair from between each spine, before de-ticking Biddy's entire
body and suturing a deep wound on the front-right leg.

According  to  Biddy's  treating  vet,  Dr  Sharon  Griffiths,  the
outlook is good. “Biddy came to us in distress with severe cuts
and abrasions on the back and leg, as well as broken, missing
and bent spines. Apart from the obvious injuries, Biddy is a
healthy adult echidna who, after  a lot of care and attention,
should be ready to return to life in the wild,” she said. Biddy is
now  recovering  at  the  Australia  Zoo  Wildlife  Hospital's
Intensive Care Unit on a course of antibiotics and pain relief
medication.

Echidna breeding season is from June to September, so the
Australia Zoo Wildlife Warriors have urged everyone to drive
safely and keep an eye out for them.

Source: www.australiangeographic.com.au – 3.6.16

'Creature Feature'

THE GREEN & GOLDEN BELL FROG

The splendid Green and Golden Bell Frog is a large dull olive
to bright emerald-green frog reaching up to 100 mm in length
with  a  distinctive  three-part  grinding  call.  They  are  found
around dams, creeks and lakes in the eastern half  of  NSW
and Victoria as well  as in the ACT. Their diet consists of  a
variety  of  insects including spiders,  crickets,  butterflies  and
ants and sometimes smaller frogs including young of their own
species! 

Once one of  the most  common frog species on the south-
eastern coast, loss of  habitat  and introduced predators has
resulted in this special amphibian being listed as Endangered
in NSW.

Source: National Parks Association of NSW -  February 2016 newsletter

Herbie when he first arrived.

Herbie in his chosen spot.

An antiseptic bath is the only way to clean Biddy's cuts without 
                                          the spines getting in the way.     (Image: courtesy Australia Zoo)

A Green & Golden Bell Frog
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The Arachnid that breathes through its belly!
By Kay Muddiman

No, not a spider, but the scorpion -  a member of the Arachnid
family.  Scorpions breathe through four pairs of book lungs on
the underside of their abdomens. 
The stuff of nightmares and haunter of dreams, that’s how we
generally  think of scorpions! Their  scuttling walk, prehistoric
appearance and the point of potential pain on the end of their
tail all add up to a creature that we generally prefer to avoid. 
Most entomologists however would beg to differ. Found across
the world, from backyards to the harshest  desert,  scorpions
are as varied in their habits as they are in their habitats. They
are mainly nocturnal, but some are active during the day. They
like to live in damp places under rocks and logs, but some dig
spiral  shaped  burrows  deep  into  the hot  desert  sand.  The
largest Australian scorpions grow up to twelve centimetres in
length, but others are tiny. North Aussie scorpions differ from
their Southern buddies by being larger and more venomous.
Unlike in the US,  there are no lethal  scorpions (to healthy
adults) in Australia.
Scorpions have tails with a sting on the tip and pincers on the
end  of  long  arms.  These  more obvious  accoutrements are

only  slightly  less  amazing
than their six to twelve eyes
which  are  sensitive  to  low
light intensities and give them
the  ability  to  navigate  by
starlight  or  moonlight.  The
scorpion  is  aquiver  with
sensory hairs that can pick up
the  slightest  vibration  and
most delicate of scents. Truly
a  sensory  superbug!  The
seemingly  mundane  exterior
of  the scorpion is  jazzed  up
significantly  if  you  look  at  it
under  ultra-violet  light.  Then
they fluoresce, as if they are
attending  an  eighties  disco,
and  scientists  use  special
lights  and  the  scorpion’s
‘bling’ to find them in the field.
One  of  the  worrying  things

about scorpions is the pointy tip at the end of their tails. Most
Australian  scorpions  will  give  you  a  sting  that  causes
inflammation and pain for a number of hours, however they
are not generally considered dangerous to humans. Staff at
the Australian Museum suggest  that  you wear  good gloves
and shoes while rummaging around in your garden or shed.
Another great tip is to not leave your shoes and gloves lying
around where a scorpion can creep inside unseen If you are
stung  apply  an  ice pack  and  seek  medical  aid  if  the pain
persists. In the meantime perhaps the knowledge that these
hardworking, misunderstood bugs are ridding your garden of
pests will help ease the discomfort.

INTERESTING SCORPION FACTS
• Scorpions are arachnids, which means that they are related
to animals such as spiders, ticks and mites.
• The scorpion's whole body will fluoresce in UV light.
• Scorpions eat small insects including termites.
• They digest their prey by pouring digestive juices onto the
prey and breaking it up with their jaws. 
• Female scorpions are more heavily built  than males, with
shorter tails.
• Scorpions  do  not  mate directly,  but  the male  deposits  a
packet  of  sperm  on the ground,  and guides the female by
holding her pincers with his pincers to move over the ground
and the sperm package is  picked up by the female genital
opening during this ‘dance’.
• The fertilised eggs develop inside her body, and she then
gives birth to live young. 
• She carries the pale young scorpions on her back for the
first  few  days  or  weeks,  until  they  are  strong  enough  to

become independent.  The young then disperse to find food
and shelter.
• Scorpions  take  a  long  time  to  reach  maturity,  moulting
frequently  (up to five or  six times over two to six years)  in
order to grow, and may live for two to ten years. Some have
been recorded as living up to 25 years.
• One of the scorpions we're most likely to see in our area is
the pictured Little Marbled Scorpion  (Lychas  marmoreus).
This species grows to 25-35mm. Across southern Australia it
is  found  under  bark,  rocks  and  in  leaf  litter.  It’s  also
sometimes found in our houses, which is where I discovered
this one. Once I had photographed it, I hastily put it outside in
the garden! 

Source:  Backyard Buddies B-Mail June 2016 - Foundation for National Parks &
Wildlife; http://australianmuseum.net.au; http://www.scienceimage.csiro.au

To make you laugh (or groan!)

I couldn't find any scorpion jokes, but as they're arachnids here's some spider
ones instead!  Ed,

Q: What did the wife spider say to her husband 
     when he tried to explain why he was late? 
A: You're spinning me a yarn here!

Q: What do you call an under cover spider? 
A:  A spy-der

Book Review 
'A Little Wombat Called Maggie'

An e-Book written by Indi Dennis

Illustrated by Fiona Saxton

This is a great little book written
by a wildlife carer friend Indi, who
has been caring for and educating
about  our  wildlife  (especially
wombats!)  for  many,  many  years.
Cost is only $10.00, available from
https://store.kobobooks.com/en-
ca/ebook/a-little-wombat-called-
maggie

All proceeds from the sale of the
book are going towards furthering
Indi's efforts on behalf of our precious native animals. A
great  book  for  us  cyber-grandparents  to  have  on  our
electronic  devices to read to or  with  our modern tech-
expert young grandchildren!  But don't just take my word
for it  –  here's  the  review of  well  known  author  Jackie
French.....  Ed.

“A  magical  story  that  is  based  on   deep  love  and
profound knowledge of the care and needs and habits
of baby wombats.
So many books treat 'real wombats' as characters who
do things like stare long distances or travel out in the
sunlight all day.  Simply written, this superb book will
give all  who read it a true and wondrous insight into
life with a small, stubborn but irresistible marsupial.
Kids  will  love it  -  a  wonderful  introduction  into  the
world of wombats. 
Jackie French  (Author - Diary of a Wombat.)”

'Maggie' Update

The above e-book is also now available in soft cover
printed form for $15.00 plus  postage.   To purchase
please  email  linda@fourthcrossingwildlife.com for
further details. 

Little Marbled Scorpion – 
found in my kitchen!
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THE SCOURGE OF BARBED WIRE
By Kay Muddiman

Each year thousands of native animals face a cruel death or
permanent injury from entanglement on barbed wire fences. It
has  been  estimated  that  tens  of  millions  of  kilometres  of
fences now subdivide the Australian landscape, with sixty five
percent of these having barbed wire as the top strand.

More than 75 wildlife species have been identified in Australia
as occasional or regular victims of barbed wire fences. Most
are nocturnal animals, both mammals (25 species) and birds
(50  species).  Gliding  mammals  such  as  the  threatened
Squirrel  Glider  and  the  Sugar  Glider  are  particularly
vulnerable. Flying-foxes and insectivorous microbats are also
common  victims,  as  are  macropods  –  the  wallabies  and
kangaroos. Nocturnal birds such as the insectivorous Tawny
Frogmouth,  as  well  as  owls  (some of  which  are listed  as
Threatened Species) are particularly vulnerable. 

Many animals fail to see the fence, or cannot clear the height
under  windy  conditions.  Most  of  those  rescued  are  too
severely damaged to return to the wild, as is the case with
many animals rescued by  WIRES.  Some of the lucky ones
are able to be returned to the wild after being in care, while
others are not so fortunate and have to be euthanased.  The
pain and suffering that  they go through is  illustrated  in the
following  pics  of  a  Tawny  Frogmouth  and  Greater  Glider
rescued off barbed wire by myself and Dallas.  

Absolutely horrific I'm sure you will agree.  Needless to say
both  creatures  had  to  be  euthanased.  (Photos  taken  after
euthanasia, not whilst they were suffering).

The solution?

Obviously the solution would be to remove all  barbed wire,
everywhere,  now!   However  we all  know that  this  is a pipe
dream and we have to work at informing people of the hazards
of barbed wire, and encourage them to gradually remove any
barbed wire they have on their properties.  It always has been,
and always will be, a difficult and slow process .  The use of
barbed  wire  has  been  entrenched  on  our  farms  for
generations, and  has always been part of our rural landscape
- this won't  be changed overnight.  We must all, in our own
small way, work towards having existing barbed wire removed,
and discourage its use in new fencing.  We must inform on the
stock proof alternatives, so that there is an acceptable choice.
A  good  source  of  information  on  alternative  fencing  is
available at www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com

How do we do that?
The Kanangra Boyd to Wyangala partnership 

(part  of  the Great  Eastern Ranges  Initiative)  has partnered
with Taronga Zoo,  Boeing  and the Foundation  for  National
Parks  and  Wildlife  to  bring  awareness  of  the  dangers  of
barbed  wire in areas where the most entanglements occur;
along  wildlife  corridors  and  in  refuges  such  as  roadsides,
creeklines,  areas between paddock trees,  patches of native
vegetation, and wetlands. Over the next year the partnership
aims  to remove  4km  of  barbed  wire  from  within  the  K2W
corridor and replace it with wildlife friendly fencing.  

So what is the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative?
It  is  a major  landscape corridor,  connecting  the sandstone
forests of  the Greater  Blue Mountains with protected  areas
and treasured habitats on private land in the upper reaches of
the Lachlan River catchment. The area is one of extraordinary
natural  diversity,  rich  in  Aboriginal  and  post-settlement
heritage. To find out more check out these websites:
https://k2wpartnership.org  or  www.glideways.org.au

Barb Busters 

This is a program established by Mikla Lewis from Young and
District Landcare to encourage and to aid in the removal of
barbed wire from our landscape.  Regular working bees are
held by Barb Busters, along with local communities, to remove
barbed wire from local properties.  So far activities have been
confined to the Young area, but plans are afoot to extend this
successful  campaign  to  the  Upper  Lachlan  and  Neville
regions, starting with a talk and demonstration with Mikla at
the end of September.  It is then hoped to run some working
bees to bust barb.  Mary and Mikla are looking for property
owners  that  may  like  to  have  barb  removed,  and/or
recommendations  from  WIRES  members  on  some  critical
areas of which they are aware.

Unfortunately  an  exact  date  and  place  for  the  talk  and
demonstration  had  not  been  finalised  in  time  for  this
newsletter,  but  watch  the  local  newspapers  for  an
announcement.  Also WIRES members keep an eye on your
email inboxes for further details as they come to hand.  In the
meantime you  can  get  in touch with Mary  Bonet  for  more
information  on  telephone  0459352892  or  email
mary@upperlachlanlandcare.org.au

PROOF THAT BARBED WIRE REMOVAL WORKS!

Back in 2009,  Dallas and I
were  dismayed  by  having
three Great Gliders come to
grief  in the same section of
fencing a couple of kms up
the  road  from  our  place.
With  the  farmer's  consent
we removed  200m  of  barb
from what  was obviously a
regular 'glider path' for these
amazing  creatures.   We
travel  past  the  spot
regularly,  and  since  then
there have been no further
entanglements.   Ed.

Above: The shattered wing of the Tawny Frogmouth.
Below: Injuries to mouth of Greater Glider as it tried to bite itself free.

Dallas handles the barb very carefully!
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NICK'S�NOTES!
Observations of  a friend about  'nature in  his garden'.   Nick lives  in  bush surroundings,  combining his  love of  gardening with his  love of  nature,  and  his 'wild  garden'  (his
description!) has created  a haven for many of our native creatures.  Thank you so much for sharing the delights of your garden with us Nick.  Ed.

Well, the ants did know better, building large mounds around their nests in the ground.  In early July we saw 324mm of rain in
twenty four hours.  Most of our frog population in the garden was swept away in a torrent of water which moved many tonnes of
soil  from our garden. It was quiet for days and then I found a Haswell's frog
(Paracrinia haswelli) hiding under a log. They have a very distinctive marking in
their armpits and groin. They are beginning to make their  way back into the
garden, but I fear many would have been buried alive.

Whilst splitting a few rounds of very old timber  I  was surprised to see in the
middle of one of them what looked like a black sack wriggling. To my surprise
out popped a very large and aggressive funnel web spider that reared up in its
striking pose. I captured it in a jam jar and then thought about who could use it
to milk  the venom.  I  found a government  website which directed  me to the
Australian Reptile Park. Although it was a weekend they answered promptly with
places that it could be delivered to. They did ask that I release the spider into the
bush if I could not get to South Sydney. I released it next morning as I couldn't
get to Sydney in the near future. I was told by a spider expert years ago that
they are not unknown in this area as they are often brought up from down the
coast  in shipments  of  mushroom  compost.  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/questions/  funnel-web-spider-collection  When I
think of the number of times that I have sat on that timber round while changing the cord on my whipper- snipper !!!

There has been a young wombat that has included us in its territory. From the size of the
scats it is still small. It dug under a fence to get into an area that would be of little interest
to any wombat and only left a smallish hole under the fence compared to the usual gap
they bulldoze out. Did you know that the wombat is the only mammal to pass a cubed
scat ? Eighty to a hundred a night!

The winter garden has been fairly quiet this year – it has either been raining or blowing a
gale nearly all the time. The owls have been in abundance at night, obvious not only by
their calls but also from a lot of Ringtail Possum fur that I came across on my morning
walk. The only birds that have had a regular presence in the garden have been the Yellow
Breasted Robin, the Blue Wrens and the Jackie Winters. All of them keep a close eye on
me in the garden, especially when I move a wood pile right up close to the house. They
all busily inspect the pile looking for insects that I  have disturbed, even to the point of
virtually ignoring me if I step out of the back door.

The warmer  weather of the past week has seen a huge increase in bird activity. The
Bower Birds and King Parrots are back checking what delicacies they will be able to pilfer this year. Those two species represent
the most formidable thieves in the garden.

The Whipbirds are back from warmer climes so we can be sure that Spring is not too far away. The baby Kookaburras from last
season have learned to laugh properly now and the local group have been establishing their territory for the new breeding season
with a cacophony of sound at daybreak. I am always reminded of our local dawn Anzac Day Ceremony, when as the day breaks
the Kookaburras all laugh as if our Diggers are joining in.

I watched in amusement a male Eastern Spinebill courting a rather shy
female. Every time she moved to a different branch he would quickly
follow and display what a good looking fellow he was. I left them to it,
but it was such a change from the usual violent aerial combat that the
Spinebills usually engage in, reminiscent of a Second World War dog
fight between two planes!

Having not seen him all winter, Walter the Wonga Pigeon turned up, sat
on our laundry roof and deafened us with the loudest of calls. That non-
stop wooh wooh wooh!

When I was heading out of the house the other morning and before I
opened  the  screen  door,  there  were  seven  Red-Browed  Firetail
Finches not two metres away from me scouring our pavers for insects,
totally oblivious to me behind the screen. I had not realised just how
vibrant the red is on their backs. Beautiful little birds. Normally I just see
them disappearing from the chook house as I enter to collect eggs.

That's all for now - enjoy the Spring!  

Nick.

                          New Members

Following  their completion of online theory components of the Rescue & Immediate Care Course, along with
attendance at  the required workshop held in  Goulburn in  July,  we extend a very warm welcome to the
following new members:

              Lea-Anne McPhee.    Kathryn Duncan.    Tenneal Rebbeck.
Good to have you on-board guys!  We look forward to getting to know you and working with you for the
benefit of our precious native wildlife.  Ed.

Haswell's frog (Paracrinia haswelli) 
(Image – www.collections.museumvictoria.com.au)

Funnel Web Spider
(Image courtesy Australian Reptile Park)

Red-browed firetail finches enjoying a birdbath 
in the editor's garden.

WIRES Southern Tablelands caring for the environment.
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